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PREFACE 

TO 

FOURTH EDITION, 



The calculations of the accompanying table 
were added to the Third Edition of this 
small work ; and the importance of those 
calculations is proved, I conceive, by the 
following circumst^ces. The numbers 2520 
and 2300 are, strictly speaking, Hebrew or 
Jewish numbers. They define, under cer- 
tain circumstances, periods during which 
God's ancient people, Israel, should be in a 
state of suffering. The terndnation^ there- 
fore, of each must be the s&me, because, it is 
to be marked, whenever it arrives, by the 
same event, that is, by the termination of 
' their predicted sufferings. To discover t\sa.^ 
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time it is only needful to ascertain the com- 
mencement of each; and, as I believe, the 
commencement of the shorter number of 2300 
is gathered from its own internal evidence, 
[see chap, iii.] and of the longer number of 
2520, by ascertaining the first beginning of 
Gentile oppression, [see Appendix F.] if it 
be found that the termination of the two, 
when so calculated, coincide, they mutually 
support each other; and prove almost to 
demonstration, that such calculations are 
correct. An indirect evidence is also thus 
aflforded, that the reading of our bibles of 
2300, Dan. viii. 14, is right, and that of the 
Septuagint of 2400 is wrong. The principle 
of a double commencement and double ter- 
mination, first applied by Dean Prideaux, 
[see his works, fol., vol. ii. p. 146.] and 
successfully carried out by Mr. Habershon, 
tend§ only to confirm our conclusion. That 
^ Mriod of twenty years for ordering the 
r of the kingdom, may be added to the 
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close of these periods is more than probable^ 
as the completion of the last date of Dan. 
xii. 12.^ 1335, appears to require it. If it 
be so^ the season of the great tribulation is 
here found, during which the resurrection 
saints having been taken out of it, at 
the coming of the Lord, will be with the 
Lord in the air. 1 Thess. iv. 15 — 17. 

Once again I implore the blessing of God 
upon these pages, that they may go forth and 
prosper in the thing whereto he sends them. 



WUlian Rectory ^ 
6M March, 1841. 
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PREFACE 



SECOND EDITION. 



In again sending forth these pages, I desire 
first, to acknowledge the goodness of God in 
condescending to employ, as I have reason 
to believe, so small and insignificant an in- 
strument to warn men of the near approach 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as " King of 
Saints." In the nest place I cannot refrain 
from remarking, how graciously he is at this 
time dealing with many in subduing the pre- 
judices, which by the subtlety of the enemy 
have been raised, or strengthened where 
aJready existing, against this part of divine 
truth. The result in such cases is nriost 



encouraging. There is, however, one ob- 
jection which is sometimes urged to deter 
men from attending to this subject, which it 
may be well to notice. That, if any one is 
led to adopt these views, the necessary con- 
sequence is, that if he have been friendly to 
the various societies engaged in conveying to 
the nations the knowledge of the true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, he 
thenceforth turns his back upon them. For 
a refutation of this idea, I refer the reader to 
the Annual Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, for the year 1834 — 5, in which 
he will find a notice of the donation of *' A 
Millenarianr and, in which he will also 
find, an illustration of the dv£ working of the 
principles which are here upheld. For my- 
self I can say, that, during the twenty years 
in which I have been connected with these 
Societies, I have never seen the importance 
of furthering their labours, more clearly, than 
since the time when it pleased God to incline 



my heart to receive these doctrines ; aiuCm^^n 
only regret is, that I have been, and still am, 
unable to do for them that which I ought. 
For I consider it a high privilege to lie em- 
ployed in any work which shall hasten, as 
it were, the coming of the day of God ; and 
shall warn the world, by the preaching of 
the everlasting gospel, as a testimony to all 
nations, of the speedy appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. It has 
been objected by some to the important cal- 
culation of Chapter iii., that no confidence 
can be placed in it, because the author is at 
variance with himself in his former work on 
the same subject. " Thoughts on Mille- 
narianism," p. 41, Though I freely con- 
fess, that my views respecting the Scrij)ture 
dates were not so clear, at the time of writing 
the former work, as they now are, yet this 
objection, I think, will be found to arise 
from not fairly considering all that is there 
written. For if any one will read the gas- 
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TO THE READER. 



The principal object which I have in view in send- 
ing these pages to the press, is to have a written 
Word of Warning to put into the hands of every- 
one, as opportunity is offered, and especially of the 
young and unlearned, on the subject of which these 
pages treat. 

The principal motive which actuates me is, the 
daily increasing conviction of this truth, That the 
Lord is at hand. Impressed with a most firm 
belief that the return of Christ is 'aery near^ and 
alike impressed with the prevailing unbelief of this 
" present truth,"* my spirit is stirred within me to 
warn every man, with whom I have to do, That 
" the Lord Jesus must shortly be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."*' 
2 Thess. i. 7, 8. Indeed, I see not how any man, 

* *' Besides every age hath its peculiar truth. The Apostle 
Peter, when he mentions his departure, tells them, he would have 
them ' established in the present truth.* " 2 Pet. i. 12. The Rev. 
Mr. Brand's Funeral Sermon, by the Rev. Dr. Annesley, 1691. 

B 
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more particularly any minister of the Lord, whov| 
himself assured of this, can hold his peace withost 
sin ; and, if but two or three are hereby aroused to 
prepare for Christ's appearing and kingdom, mj 
poor pains will be richly rewarded, and I know tht | 
my labour will not be in vain in the Lord. 

On such a subject as that of unfulfilled propheerJ 
we should not be surprised, if a diversity of opiiun 
exist. Various causes combine to produce tin 
effect ; and one, which has much influence, is, Tlitf 
the study is new to many : from which it happetf 
that correctness and uniformity of views are not 
easily obtained. Of this circumstance the enenif 
of God and man fails not to take fiill advantage^ 
and by all deceivableness to practice upon simide- 
minded men ; and not upon such only ; for, on ihii 
subject, he encourages all to indulge their natmil 
slothfulness in things spiritual. This he does lij 
suggesting to their minds, That it is useless tt| 
entertain doctrines upon which those are not agreed.; 
who have given to them their best attention; ani 
by such a baseless argument, if it be right to a]^ 
the term to that which has no strength of argoment 
in it, he turns away the minds of men from tb 
doctrine to which the Scriptures earnestly invite 
them. That the truth is much perverted in tbis 
suggestion may be seen by the following quotation 
from a work, which all would do well to procoie: 
1 mean " A practical Guide to the Prophecies,^ IjI 
to Bev. Edward Bickersteth, [n, b, 4^^ 



3 

1835,] and which is written in the sweet Christian 
spirit which so greatly distinguishes its author. 

The agreement of Christians respecting the 
personal coming of our Lord is so interesting a 
point, that I cannot forbear quoting a statement of 
it, as given in the Preface to the " Sober Inquiry, 
or Chrisf s reign with his Saints,'' 1660. All agree 
that, — 

(1) Jesus Christ will come personally, visibly, 
and corporeally from heaven to earth at the day of 
judgment. Acts i. 2 ; Job xix. 25. 

(2) When Christ thus comes, he will bring with 
him the souls of all his saints, according to Zech. 
xiv. 5 ; and 1 Thess. iii. 13. 

(3) Their bodies shall be immediately raised out 
of their graves, and the soul and body joined and 
united together; and though the soul continues, 
remains, and is in heaven without the body, yet on 
earth it shall not be so. 

(4) When it is thus raised in glory, 1 Cor. xv. 
42; Col. iii. 4; and not thenceforth subject any 
more to sin or sorrow, to mutation or mortality, to 
the want of meat or drink, or clothing, or houses, 
or marriages, or any other comfort, it shaU be as 
the angels. Mark xii. 25. 

(5) This resurrection of the saints shall be some 
time before the resurrection of the wicked, they 
shall have the pre-eminence; and be the first in 
order and time, (I say not how long) and the wicked 
shall not rise till some time, more or less, after- 



wards. 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24 ; 1 Thess. iv. 16; Bet 
XX. 4 — 6. 

(6) The Lord Jesus will be some time in judgisj 
tke world. He will not hurry all over in a momeni 
but make some stay on the earth, not as though h 
had need of time ; but as he took a space of tin 
in creation, so he will take some space of time o 
earth to do what he will then, to judge and conchd 
all things. 

(7) While Christ stays on the earth (let it be 
longer or a lesser time) the saints also must sta; 
and not go to heaven until Christ goes and carrii 
them up with him. 

(8) It must needs be a very glorious time, whi 
it lasts, when Christ shall have removed his con 
from heaven to earth, and be in his glory, attend 
with angels, environed with all his saints, who a 
also all of them in their glory. how can such 
time be, while it lasts, less than a glorious time! 

(9) The only difference will be in the length 
time, how long this day of judgment, or kingdom 
Christ, or reign of the saints, shall last. 

" It must also, however, be added, that hy i 
too generally accredited system of 1000 years inU 
vening before the coming of Christ, a most materi 
difference is made : so as greatly to interfe 
with the direct practical use of his coming ag^n 
Bickersteth's Practical Guide to the Prophecie 
ip. 260, 261. 4th edit.1835. 
"The devices of the enemy have also recein 



much support from the line of conduct taken by 
some of the servants of the Lord, who profess to 
set their faces against this subject, and more par- 
ticularly against the literal interpretation of the 
word of God ! By speaking unadvisedly also of 
the uncertainty of all Scripture numbers, they lead 
men to suppose, that no dependence is to be placed 
in any of them ; or in any of the calculations and 
arguments founded upon them. The writer of these 
pages sensibly feels the dishonour thus uninten- 
tionally put upon the Master whom we serve, and 
who has graciously revealed to his church these 
much misrepresented numbers, not that her children 
should with One voice reject them, as unworthy 
of their notice ; but that they should bend their 
minds, to discover what is discoverable from them, 
in dependence on Him, who giveth wisdom liberally 
and upbraideth not. That there is much difficulty 
in fixing the commencement of mxiny of these num- 
bers, from the difficulties attending the early chro- 
nology of Scripture, I am well aware, but when I 
find that most learned man. Archbishop Usher, 
asserting : " if any one, well seen in the knowledge, 
not only of sacred and exotic history, but of astro- 
nomical calculations, and the old Hebrew calendar, 
shall apply himself to these studies, I judge it in- 
deed difficult, but not impossible, for such a one to 
attain, not only the number of years, but even of 

* 

the days, from the creation of the world. That, 
without doubt, by retrograde av^^^^x^'!a^^ss^^ \5s^ 



calculating backwards,] Basil the Great teaches us 
' we may attain to the first day of the world,'' &c. 
[The Annals of the World, Ep. to the Reader, 
p. 3.] When I find Archbishop Usher thus writing, 
I am confirmed in my belief, that, all scriptuial 
numbers are not to be rejected, because of the un- 
certainty of some. In the following pages I hope 
to shew, to the satisfaction of my readers, that 
there is a sufficient measure of certainty, belonging 
to a part of these dates to point out the place, 
which we occupy, in the course of this world ; and, 
consequently, for a believing expectation of the very 
near approach of the Lord Jesus Christ. For it is 
an awful consideration. That, whilst men are con- 
tending, whether the Scriptures should be literally 
understood, and whether the coming of the Lord 
does indeed draw nigh, the last Trumpet shall 
sound, and the Lord himself be revealed £pom 
heaven to their utter discomfiture, and irretrievable 
destruction. 



WiUian Rectory, 
Oct. 1835. 



CHAPTER I. 

An endeavour to shew^ that the next advent of the 
Lord Jesue Christ is Personal. 

^'The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.'' 
1 Thess. iv. 16, 

I INTEND not to waste my own or the reader's time 
in questioning, whether the next coming of our 
glorified Lord be any where called in Scripture his 
•" Second Advent;'' because, it is of little import- 
ance, whether the words, Second Advent^ be used, 
provided the thing itself be taught us in language 
which cannot be controverted. That Christ will 
come again, every believer in the bible must confess. 
If, then, he have come once, and with reference to 
that one coming, it be said '^ he shall come again,'" 
if the one be called his "first Advent," the other 
may, with equal propriety be called his second 
Advent. I find not that the former term, as it 
refers to his first appearing, is questioned umay I 
ask, why any question is raised as it refers to his 
second ? But our chief objwV*^ m >iXi^ ^t^^^^jX* 
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chapter, is to ascertain the character of this cominff. 
^ome say it will be personal^ an actual appearing 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in his proper persoji. 
Others say it will not ; and upon this issue is 
joined. In questions of this kind, it little signifies 
what this learned man believes, or that learned 
man disbelieves. The only thing of real import- 
ance is, what God my9^ when he condescends to 
speak upon the subject ; and, if I have the oppor- 
tunity of hearing what he speaks, woe is me if I 
believe not what I hear ! But some man will say, 
^' Has God spoken upon this point, and, if so, what 
has he said T It is only reasonable to expect that 
he would speak concerning that event, in which 
the church and the world are so deeply interested ; 
and, on inquiry it will appear, that such an ex- 
pectation will not be disappointed. Reader, did 
you ever part with a dear friend, and that under 
circumstances somewhat unexpected ? For example^ 
whilst your friend was sojourning with you, he 
might have said, " I purpose leaving you before 
long,"*^ and no more. But if, after a time, upon 
meeting you some morning, he has said, " Farewell, 
I am now going :'** what was the first questicm you 
then put to him ? The question was, " When will 
you come again T For, upon the reply to this, 
would depend the greater or less comfort you 
would receive under the painful circumstances rf 
separation. Now our gracious God has condescended 
to anticipate, and provide a lem^^ fet this very 



feeling in tlie case of himself and the church. For 
when the Lord Jesus Christ had said " farewell '^ te 
his "friends^' (Johnxv. 14), on earth, and the eyes 
and hearts of his loving people were following him 
in his glorious transit through the air, he antici- 
pated the question which their fond hearts would 
have put to him, by sending two special messengers 
from the heavenly host to comfort them with this 
assurance, that he would come again* 

And, " so he did come again at the siege of Jeru- 
salem,'^ say our spiritualizing interpreters of 6od''s 
word ; but the angels did not say so ; neither will 
I. What then did the angels say ? If we would 
but confine ourselves to this, we should not err, but 
men are too apt to make the words, not of angels 
only but of God, bend and bow to their notions. 
Let us attend to the particulars of the angels' 
saying. " Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven \ This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
(Acts i. 11.) Here is a plain fact, declared in most 
plain language, which men of very plain under- 
standings cannot fail of comprehending. When 
Jesus had spoken to the Apostles, while they beheld 
him, he was taken up, that is, bodily^ personally^ or 
in his proper person, from the earth. This they 
saw [v. 11,] until a cloud, which also they saw, 
received him out of their sight. As it might have 
been expected under such remarkdiAib ^Vt^x^xckS^as^^"^^ 
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these men were looking stedfastly towards heaven : 
when behold two men stood by them in white 
apparel, and addressed to them the words aboye 
recited. From this, one principal fact is apparent, 
that the manner of the Lord^s return, or second 
Advent, or second Coming, which is here foretold, 
must be similar to that departure which is here re* 
corded. If that departure were spiritrnd^ the next 
return, advent, or coming,, must undeniably be 
8piritv>aL If that departure were hocUly, or personali 
as undeniably the next return, advent, or coming of 
Christ of which they spoke, must be bodify or 
personal. Methinks no man will be bold enough to 
assert, that this departure was spiritual ; for if so 
bold an asserter be found, then, possessing as we do 
no other account in Scripture of Christ^s return to 
the bosom or right hand of the Father, he must 
have continued bixUly upon the earth, which we 
know he has not done. We are reduced, therefore, 
to the unavoidable necessity of believing, thai hi 
personally departed ; and, as God himself informs 
us, that his return must be of the same precise 
character, the return or advent of Christ, here 
foretold, must be personal. Thus one step* in 
this inquiry is taken. But, how know I, that 
this personal coming of the Lord is the neoBtf 
Because the words of the angels^ teach us that it 
is. Christ had once come personally upon the 
earth, to fulfil a part of his undertakings to his 
Father, for his people, under the eternal coyenant 
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of grace. Having finished that portion of his work, 
he left this scene of his humiliation ; and when he 
had so left it, and had just disappeared from the 
eyes of his disciples, the angels tell them, that he 
shall so come in like manner as they had seen him 
go. They speak of one going, and of one coming. 
He had come once before, as we know, or he could 
not have gone as we read ; and, when he had so 
gone, then it is promised that in like manner ho 
shall come ; and, as he has not yet so come, it re- 
mains to be accomplished. Here is but one Advent 
promised, which, it was promised also, should succeed 
► his departure, and therefore was to be the Advent 
next to that departure: that Advent we have learned 
from this Scripture is to be personal : The next Advent 
of the Lord Jesus Christ there/ore must he a personal 
Advent.* 

* " For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth." Job. xix. 35. '' And it 
shall be said in that day, Lo^ this is our God; we have waited 
for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited 
for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." Isaiah xxv. 
9. '^ And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one moumeth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-bom." 
Zech. xii. 10. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem, on the east ; and the mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof, toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley ; and half 
of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south." Zech. xiv. 4. ** And then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven : and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Soii Qll:JLftXL^<(^\s^^\fi^s^v& 
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clouds of heayen with power and great glory.*' Matt. xiv. 30. 
" For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the tramp of God ; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first." 1 ThesSk iv. 16. '^ And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels. — ^When he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that 
day.'* 2 Thess. i, 7, 10. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

An endeavour to shew^ That the Next Personal 
Advent of the Lord Jesm Christ is pre-mil- 

LENNIAL. 



*' They lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years, but the 
rest of the dead lived not again till the thousand years were 
finished." — Rev. xx. 4, 5. 



Our present business is to endeavour to shew, That 
this next personal Advent of our Lord takes place 
be/ore the Millennium. What do you mean by the 
Millennium! The scriptures speak of glorious 
times in reserve for the Church of God upon the 
earth, when there will be such a complete change 
in the state of things connected with the Church 
and the world, that, whereas the world, and " the 
god of this world'' have had, and still have, the 
dominion, then ^'the kingdom and dominion and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of 
the Most High."" To this glorious state of things, 
Moses in the Law, David in the Psalms, and the 
Prophets refer ; and their doctrine on this subject 
is re-echoed in the Gospels, the Epistles, and *' the 
Bevelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
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him, to shew unto his servants things which most 
shortly come to pass.'' Some men, who profess to 
believe God's word, give no heed to these parts of 
holy writ, " and teach men so." Some give heed 
to them, but, tell you and me, ^' That the whole 
thing is spiritual, cannot be literally understood, 
and that the words of God, which speak concern- 
ing it, mean something very different from what 
they appear literally to express." Some again give 
heed to them, and are esteemed, by the two former 
classes, to be weak-minded foolish persons, because 
they believe that God's words up<m this subject are 
to be taken literally^ and just as literally, where 
they will bear it, as any other of his plain sayings. 
For example, that, when the Lord says He will do 
this or that upon the earth, they believe him to mean ' 
the earthy and not heaven ; and many instances of a 
Uke kind. Reader, I belong to this latter class, 
and bless God that his grace has disposed me to 
take the Lord at his word, and to believe that it 
shaQ be even as he has said. But let us return to 
the Scriptures, they will i^eak for themselves on 
this subject, and tell you what they tell me respect- 
ing the Millennium. 

Passing by the various predictions of Christ's 
return to this earth in his kingly character, which 
were spoken by Enoch, (Jude 14,) Jacob, (G^en. 
xlix. 1—28,) and Balaam, (Num. xxiv. 17—24,) 
we turn to Moses. Here also I omit the notice of 
^toses^ typical actions, by which the same return of 
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the Lord was shewn, and look at once to Deut. 
xxxii., where Moses advertises the tribes of what 
shall befall them in the latter days. Having as- 
serted, as the event has proved, that they would be 
a froward generation, children in whom is no faith," 
(xxxii. 20,) he foretels the provocation with which 
God would provoke them, in consequence of their 
unbelief. " I will move them to jealousy with 
those which are not a people, I will provoke them to 
anger with a foolish nation.'' When the Son of 
M.2iSi first came^ he found no faith in Israel, [I speak 
bf them nationally,^ '^ he came unto his own and 
his own received him not,'' he therefore cast off 
the people. Then he turned to the Gentiles. Thus 
^' the casting away of them became the reconciling 
of the world." Bom. xi. 20. But a time of " re- 
ceiving them" is in store; and that also Moses 
predicts, when the Christian Church shall have 
fallen into the same sin of unbelief, respecting the 
second Advent, of which the Jews were found guilty 
concerning the first.* " Then the Lord shall judge 



* « When the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the 
earth?" Luke xviii. 8. 

. To make this trvth more- apparent, it may be well to add the 
following remarks : — ^A large number of persons, in the church at 
this hour, believe that a spiritual adoent shall introduce the Mil- 
lennium. A smaller number believe that the Scriptures warrant 
no such expectation ; but that, a peraoncd advent is, that which 
the Scriptures teach. 

The Jews believed that the Messiah should come, about the 
time of the first Advent: not, however, as *^a man of «orrou»;** 
but in another v)ay, viz. — ^in glory, to restore the kingdom to 
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hi8 people, and repent himself for his servants.- In 
the sublime passage which follows, to the end of 
verse 43, we have the second coining and its cha- 
racter revealed : namely, that it shall be a season 
of restoration into God"'s favour for the seed of 
Abraham ; that it shall be a day of vengeance to 
the enemies of the Lord, for he will then plead with 
the sword with all flesh ; [Isa. Ixvi. 16,] but, that 
the issue of these judgments shall be, that the 
nations [or Gentiles] shall rejoice with his ancient 
people, Israel and Judah, for that God " vsrill be 
merciful unto his land and to his people.*^ That 
such a union of the nations, or " peoples,'' with 
Israel and Judah has never yet been effected, I 
need hardly observe ; but, as judgment most do its 
appointed work, before that consummation shall be 
effected, and as Christ's oton arm will bring salva- 
tion to his church in that season, so in his awn 
person he shall do " his work, his strange work,'*' as 
the concurrent voices of the prophets testify.* 

Israel, and to sit oh David's throne. When he came, therefore, 
he found, touching the manner of his coming, no faith in Israel. 
When he shall come again, as we believe, to usher in the day of 
God, he will find the majority of the professing church, if they 
abide as they now are, looking for a spiritual Advent, and having 
no faith in his personal appearing : in other woMs, looking for him 
in another way. His own question, Luke xviii., " Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ?** 
teaches us to expect this. The prevailing ideas fulfil that expec- 
tation, and prove the analogy between these two cases, 

* The foregoing quotation is taken, with the following pas- 
sages, from some papers written by me, which appeared under the 
signature of " W. W. P." in the Investigator. In them I have 
endeavoured to show how, amongst other acts of the Lord Jesus 
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The testimony of David, to the future glories 
of the church under Christ, may be gathered from 
many of the Psalms. ^' The Lord hath sworn in 
truth unto David : he will not turn from it : of the 
fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. There 
will I make the horn of David to bud.'' Psalm 
cxxxii. 11, 17. Compare Luke i. 32. See also Psalms 
xlv. Ixxii. xciii. xcvii. cii. 15, 16, 26 ; and ex. 

In the prophet Isaiah the references to the, as 
yet unfulfilled, predicted judgments are so many 
that the quotations would unnecessarily swell these 
pages. I shall merely note them. [Isa. ii. 10 — 21 ; 
ix. 6; xi. 4; xxiv. 1 — 23; xxx. 25 — 33; xxxiv.- 
1—10; Ixui. 1—6; Ixv. 13—15; Ixvi. 15, 16.] 
The restoration of Israel and Judah forms the 
burden of many passages. Isa. xi. 10 — 16 ; xii. 
1—6; xxx. 18—26; xxxiii. 17—22; xxxv. 10; 
li. 3, 11; lii. 1 — 3; Ix. ; Ixi. ; Ixv. 8 — 10; Ixvi. 
8—14, 20—22. 

The recovery of the earth from the efiects of sin 
and the curse, and the consequent reign of Christ 
with his saints, in a state of righteousness and 
peace, will be found foretold, according to the literal 
interpretation of the words^ in the following parts of 
the book. Isa. ii. 2 — 4 ; xi. 6 — 9 ; xxiv. 23 ; xxxii. 
1, 16—18 ; xxxiii. 20—23 ; Ixv. 17, 25 ; Ixvi. 22. 

To the testimony of the prophet Isaiah, to these 

Christ, his retaro in visible glory to reign over his Church, when 
we shaU see all things put under him, [Heb. ii. 8,] was typified by 
the return of Moses from the holy mount, with a visible glory, to 
dispense the law of God, and to rei^ «& " ^Sxik^Vsi'^^^sssE^axr 
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glorious times for the church, we may add that 
of Zephaniah ii. 8. Habakkuk ii. Jeremiali iii. 
14 — 18; xvi. xxiii. xxx. xxxi. xxxiii. Obadiah 
15—21. Ezekiel xi. 16—20 ; xxviii. 24—26. xxxiy. 
xxxvii. xxxviii. to xlviii. Daniel ii. 34, 36, 44; 
vii. 13, 14, 22, 27; xii. 12, 13. Haggai ii. 1—9. 
Zechariah i. 17; ii. 10 — 13; vi, 12, 16; Tiii. ix. 
14 — 17 ; xii. xiv. Malachi ii. 11 ; iv. 2, 3. 

The Scriptures, you see, speak of such a period of 
blessedness. It is commonly called the MiUenniwm^ 
because it will be the most notable millenary, or 
period of 1000 years, of the seven during which, it 
has been the traditionary belief of the Jewish as 
well as the Christian Churchy supported, as it has 
been long thought, by intimations in Scripture, that 
the earth shall exist in time. The place of it is 
after the sixth, hence called by St. Paul, [if this 
idea be correct] a sabbatism, or keeping of a sabbath, 
[Heb. iv. 9,] which " remaineth to the people of 
God '^ when the time in which God hath appointed 
the Church to labour having come to an end, she, 
having ceased from her works, as God did from his, 
enters into rest 

I am aware that another idea prevails amongst 
some expounders of prophecy, upon this subject, 
which if correct^* overthrows the long-received 

* It becomes me here to observe, for the satisfactioa of those 
who, like myself, are unwilling to give up a doctrine whic^ has 
prevailed for so many ages in the Church, except upon irresistible 
evidence, that the correctness of the chronology, upon which this 
other idea rests, is questioned by able and VvoVj icvftw. 
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doctrine of the six days of creation and the sev&nth 
day of rest being typical of the duration of the earthy 
for six thousand years in a trayailing condition 
under the curse, succeeded by a thousand years of 
rest, righteousness and peace. I have shortly stated 
in the Appendix, [see Appendix A.] some of the 
reasons which have led to each conclusion; and 
here, I must observe, that our view of the nearness 
of the Second Coming of Christ is not affected by 
the latter opinion. 

The principal* features of that period of blessed- 
ness, whenever it arrives, will be the renovation of 
ihe icorld by the almighty power of God, which the 
prophet Isaiah and the apostle Peter call ^^ new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte- 
ousness.^ The binding of Satan^ so that he shall 
no longer go to and fro, and up and down in the 
earth to tempt men to sin. A generation of hofy 
men in the fleshy both Jew and Gentile, over whom 
Christ and his saints, who have partaken of the 
first resurrection, will reign in the New Jerusalem 
state. All this, and more also, because revealed in 
Scripture^ this third class of persons believe will be 
literally accomplished. Our object however in this 
chapter is to show, if we can, that the Second 
Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, which in the 
foregoing chapter we have proved to be a personal 
advent, will take place before the commencement of 
this glorious Millennium. 
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There are various proo& of this truth to which 
we refer. 

1st. The Bible teaches us that several thinsrs, 
which are to take pkce before this glorious time and 
state, will take place after the Second Advent of the 
Lord. The Second Advent of the Lord, therefore, 
must be before this glorious time and state. Of 
these events, I shall here particularize three. One 
of these is, the First Resurrection: another, the 
Conversion of the Seed of Abraham: a third, the 
Second Call of the Gentiles. If it can be shown that 
one or all of these events are to happen before the 
Millennium, and after Christ^s second coming, our 
assertion is established. That Chrisfs Second coming 
precedes the Millennivm. 

I begin with the First Resurrection. That the 
resurrection of the dead will be divided into two 
acts, the one in " the morning"" (Psal. xxx. 5 ; xlix. 
14.*) of the day of God, the other at the close, or 

* Advantage having been taken of a misprint, in a former 
edition, of Psal. lix. 14, for xlix. 14, I take this opportunity of 
shewing what was the opinion of the ancients respecting the pas- 
sage, to which, by an error in the press, a reference was made. 

" Cont>erfe?Uw Judsei plenarie ad vespercvm in fine mandi, ei esu- 
riendoao sitiendo justitiam,/ctmcm pa/ieniur verbi Dei, ut canes 
famelid; et circuibunt <nvitatem Dei, et Ecclesiam sanctorum, ut 
andiant Evangelium. 

Ipsi conversi dispergevUur per roundum, adnMnducomdkan, quae* 
rentes cibum verbi Dei: Siveronon /iterintsaiuroii pane CGelesti, 
et murmurabwnt tanquam jejuni. 

Psalmus Iviii. 16, 17. [vers. Angl. Iix.fl4, 15.] Heronymi 
Paraphrasibus. 
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in the evening, of that day ; and that a thousand 
years will intervene between the resurrection of 
the just, and that of the unjust, is a truth so 
clearly set forth, so plainly declared, that I dare not 
deny it.* The same Scripture which teaches us 
this fact teaches another, that one object of this 
blessed resurrection is, that those, who are accounted 
worthy to obtain a part in it, may live and reign 
with Christ upon the renewed earth a thousand 
years ; that they may partake of that kingdom 
and dominion under the whole heaven, which has 
been promised so many centuries to the church mili- 
tant as the reward of her earthly sufferings ; and 
which, having been so promised by God, shall be 
given her. That this resurrection must take place 
before the glorious reign on earth, of those who are 
to he raised that they may reign, is clear. But this 
resurrection follows Chrisfs second coming ; " For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of Gt)d ; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.'' 1 Thess. iv. 16. The Second Coming of 
Christ, therefore, must he hefore the Millennium. 

* " And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them : and I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of Grod, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the 
rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first resurrection.** Rev. xx. 4. 5. 
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Another Scriptural fact, which brings us to the 
same conclusion, is the conversion of the seed of 
Abraham, The Old Testament Scriptures abound 
in exceeding great and precious promises to Abra- 
ham^s seed. The re-union of the two kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah under Christ, the Shepherd of 
Israel, the true David, is one. Their restoration 
to the land) which God gave to Abraham and his 
seed, and from which they have been outcasts : the 
one kingdom from B. C. 719 years : the other from 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, A. D. 
70, to the present hour. Now these are promises 
of him who cannot lie, and are therefore ^' yea and 
amen in Christ.'' But their national conversion 
is to take place before the accomplishment of these 
promises, which will only begin to be fulfilled when 
the Millennium begins. Their national conversion^ 
however, will follow the second Advent of Christy for 
it will be by that, unless we are prepared to deny 
the truth of Christ's word,* that they will be con- 
verted. As their national conversion, therefore, 
precedes the Millennium, and according to the 

* " And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications ; 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall 
be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his first- 
bom." Zech. xii. 10. '^ And his feet shall stand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east," 
Zech. xiv. 4. — See my " Thoughts on Millenarianism," p. 20. 
Third edition. 
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Scriptures, Christ must come in order to convert 
them, Chrisfs Second Coming must he before the 
Millennium, 

The third event to which I proposed to refer, is 
what is commonly styled The Second Call of the 
Gentiles, The expectation of this rests very much 
upon Rom. xi. 12, 15 :* from which passage this 

♦ " Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles ; how much more 
their fulness ?" Rom. xi. 12. " For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them 
be but life from the dead?" Rom. xi. 16. 

In the 12th verse, St. Paul argues, " If the fell of them [i, e, 
of "Israel," "7.] be the riches of the world, and the diminishing 
[or loss, marg.] of them, the riches of the Gentiles, how much 
more their fulness?" Here the casting away of the Jews is 
spoken of twice, as their "fall," and their " diminishing" or "loss." 
Here again their restoration to favour is also spoken of as " their 
fulness." To each of these assertions a consequence is attached, and 
this consequence is a blessing to " the world," or to " the Gen- 
tiles." The first blessing consequent upon their faU, and their loss 
was, what is commonly described as, " the call of the Gentiles." 
*The second blessing consequent upon their ^^fulnesSy" is one greater 
than the first. How much more their fulness ? And as the first 
blessing to the Gentiles has been termed the call of the QentHeSy 
why, I beg, may we not, by the same rule, term the second kindred 
blessing to the Gentiles their call also ? If it be so then, the one 
is the first call, the other the second call of the Gentiles. And these 
conclusions appear to me inevitable. 

But, lest we should err herein, he adds in the next verse but 
one (iv. 15.), " For if the casting away of them be the reconciling 
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 
dead?" Analyze this passage. Here are ttoo assertions respecting 
Israel, and tioo consequents to follow from them. The first assertion 
is the casting away of Israel : the first consequent upon it, the 
reconciling of the world. The second assertion is the receiving 
of Israel : the second consequent, life from the dead. To whom ? 
Let St. Paul reply. " I speak to you Gentiles." As the two 
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second call follows the conversion and restoration 
of the seed of Abraham. That the national con- 
version of Israel will |>e effected by, and at, the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, 
is clearly stated as has been observed. If there- 
fore Christ must come again to convert the Jews, 
and the second call of the Gentiles follows their 
national conversion, the second Advent of Christ 
must be before the second call of the Gentiles. But 
the second call of the Gentiles is one of those pre- 
liminary steps which will be taken before the ecm- 
mencement of the Millennium^ in which state '^ the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea.**' The second Advent of Chrisi, 
therefore, which precedes the second call of the 
Gentiles, frntst be before the Millen/nium. 

2nd. Another proof of this doctrine is drawn 

assertions belonged to the Jews, so the two consequents to the - 
Gentiles. 

There is a period, in the dispensations of God, which is called 
** the times of the Gentiles." The close of this period is to be 
marked by Jerusalem's deliverance from the feet of the Gentiles, 
which now trea4 her down. When that close shall have arrived, 
their period of dwelling in the tents of Shem, [Gen. ix.] i e. of 
being surrogate Israel, will have come to an end ; and their fulness, 
will then have been brought in, which was to be brought in during 
those times. Then follows the development of other ptvrposn i 
God ; the very purposes which we have before been considering, 
viz. — the second assertion, of receiving Israel who has been so 
long cast off, and the second consequent, life from the dead to the 
Gentiles. 

This statement I believe to be true, becai:^ it agrees with tiie 
scriptures of truth.— From Defence of Word of Warning, 
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from the scriptural fact, That a part of the saints* 
reward m eternity mil he the reigning with Christy 
for a given, time, in the renewed earth. If we look 
to Daniel, we find this promise revealed as a part 
of God's predeterminate counsel concerning the 
church and the world. Dan. vii. 27. "And the 
kingdom and dominion and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven [observe reader]* 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting king- 
dom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.'''* 
Consistent with this revealed purpose of the Lord 
is the expectation, in heavenly places, amongst the 
spirits of the just, of which we read in the Apo- 
calypse, V. 9, 10. " And they sung a new song, 
saying. Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the s^als thereof; for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests ; and 
we shall reign on the earth!^ And again, Rev. xx. 6. 
" Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection : on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ; and shall reign with him a thousand years."*"" 

* Whithersoever we move on the circumference of this earth, the 
heaven is truly above our heads. When therefore it is said, to the 
mhabUants of the earth, that the *' kingdom and dominion and the 
greatness of the kingdom vmder the whole heaven shall be given,** U 
can mean nothing else than a kingdom v^fxm ea/rth; and it most 
include the whole earth, or it is not ^' wider the whole heaven.** 
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Now there is a generation of men, and oli hov 
great ! who seek to explain in another way this pan 
of the truth of God ; and were you to ask them, 
Why they do this ? They would tell you. Because 
it is a sad idea for the saints that they shall evei 
leave heaven to take up their abode again on the 
earth. But the saints are represented, in the Bible, 
as looking forward to this very thing of reigning 
with Christ, in glory, in the renewed earth, whence 
we may be sure they have no wish to be deprived 
of this, part of their promised reward^ and promised 
also by him who cannot lie. 

But some men have said, The earth shall be 
burned up, and, if so, there will be no place on which 
Christ can reign with hi8 saints. 

I find in St. Peter the following passages : " The 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodlj 
men.'' 2 Pet. iii. 7. " But the day of the Lord 
will so come as a thief in the night, in the whidi 
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up." 2 Pet. iii. 10. I readily grant that these are 
the true sayings of God, and, as such, to be beUeved. 
I will further grant that if this had been aU the tft- 
/(miuUion given on the subject^ there might haTe 
been much weight in this objection to the reign i 
ib0 aaintB on the earth. I&xjlX^^ ^^Vl^tv ^ ^SL immof- 
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ately added by the same Apostle, '' Nevertheless^ 
we^ (according to his promise look for new hear>ens^ 
and a new earthy wherein dweUeth righteousness^ 
2 Pet. iii. 1 3, I confess that such objections greatly 
surprise me. Upon what authority does this ob- 
jection profess to rest ? Upon that of the word of 
God, it is replied. Is the 13th verse of this chapter, 
I ask, in any respect less the word of God than the 
7th and 10th verses? But, if you believe the 
doctrine conveyed in these, because it is God's word^ 
why do you not, for the same reason beUeve the 
doctrine revealed in the 13th ? From this, then, it 
is clear that, after the fire from the Lord shall have 
purified this earth and the surrounding elements, 
there will be an earth stUl lefi^ so blessed of him, and 
glorious, as to be a fit residence for holy creatures ; 
and, if so, there will be an earthy on which Christ can 
reign^ with his saints^ according to his word,* 

I come now to oflFer another proof, from Scrip- 
ture, that Chrisfs second Advent must be pre-mil- 
lennial, 

3. We learn from the doctrine of our Lord, that 
the condition, in which he will find the earth, when 
he Cometh, will be such as it was in the davs of 
Noah, and in the days of Lot. " Even thus shall 
it be in the day when the Son of Man shall bo 

♦ For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth ; and the 
former shaU not be remembered, nor come into mind.** Isa. Ixv. 
17. " For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 
make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed 
and your name remain.'' Isa. Izvi. 22. 

c2 
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revealed.''" Luke xiii. SO. The prevailing idea, in 
the professing Christian church, lias long been, that 
the Millennium shall take place hefwre the coming of 
Christ to judgment^ and, a further idea now is. That 
this Millennium shall be introduced by the Divine 
blessing upon our various societies, which are 
labouring for the conversion of mankind. Numbers 
expect, that these shall be the instruments which 
shall convert the world; and then Christ shall come 
to judgment. This is the ordinary scheme, this 
the ordinary language. 

But, a little reflection will show, how inconsistent 
this is with what the Lord hath taught us to ex- 
pect, the actual state of the world shall be, when he 
cometh. '' When the Son of man cometh shall he 
find faith on earthT" he asks. The church replies, 
'^ Yes, faith shall so abound that the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea.*" 

" As it was in the days of Noah," says Christ, 
" so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man.^ 

" It shall be quite otherwise," says the chnrch, 
'^ for then all men shall know the Lord, from the 
greatest to the least." 

" Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot,'' 
adds Christ, ^^ even so shall it be in the day when 
the Son of Man is revealed." 

" Oh, no," repUes the church,* " it can be no 

* Lest any should conclade from this, that the author is opposed 
to existing Societies, he refers the reader to the Pre&ce to the 
second edition. 
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Bucli thing, for our Societies will have converted the 
world.'** These sayings of the Lord, and the pro- 
fessed expectations of the church are, you see, at 
variance. 

Reader, do you know which of the twain to 
believe ? If not, I will tell you. Believe Christ**s 
sayings, for what he says must be true. What man 
Bays may be ; but, if what man expects do not 
agree with what Christ teaches, it cannot. From 
this statement, I conclude, tJiat the Millennium cannot 
he introduced before Chrisfs coming ; for, if it were, 
the earth would not be found in that state of wide- 
spread ungodliness in which it was, both in Noah's 
and Lot's day. On the contrary, faith, love, joy, 
peace, and holiness would abound, which is very 
much opposed to that condition which our Lord 
describes. 

From which argument, I observe, that Chrisfs 
second advent must he pre-millenniaL 

4th. I proceed to a fourth reason, for which it is 
to be believed, that the advent of which we speak 
must be before the Millennium. 

When the angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
lumounce to the Virgin Mary, that she should con- 
ceive in her womb, and bring forth a son, and 
should call his name Jesus : that same messensrer 
of light added, '' He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God 
riiall give unto him the throne of liis father David ; 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever ; 
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and of his kingdom there shall be no end.*" Luke 
i. 31 — 33. One and all, we confess this to be part 
of God^s inspired word, and, as such, we, one and 
all, profess to believe it. 

Now, it is a fact, well worthy of our notice, that 
Jesus was indeed the rightful heir to David^s throne 
at the very time of his first advent, which will be 
more clearly seen by the following extract : — 

" The genealogy of the royal house of David, 
from Jehoiakim downwards, is given in the first 
chapter of Matthew, from the 12th to the 16th 
verses. " And after they were brought to Babylon, 
Jechonias begat Salathiel, &c. &c. ; and Nathan 
begat Jacob ; and Jacob begat Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom was bom Jesus, who is called 
Christ.*" Christ was thus legally descended from 
the kings of Judah, though he was not naturdly 
descended from them. He was both legally and 
naturally descended from David. He was naturdly 
descended from Nathan^ the son of David ; for 
Mary his mother was of the posterity of David by 
Nathan, as you may see in Luke'^s genealogy ; but 
Joseph, the reputed and legal father of Christ, was 
naturally descended from Solomon and his sa^ 
cessors, as we have an account in Matthew''s gene- 
alogy. Jesus Christ, though he was not the natural 
son of Joseph, yet by the law and constitution of 
the Jews, he was Joseph's lawful, heir : he was the 
lawful son of Joseph'^s lawful wife, conceived while 
she was his legally espoused wife. The Holy 
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Ghost raised up seed to him. A person, by the 
law of Moses, might be the legal son and heir of 
another, whose natural son he was not : as some- 
times a man raised up seed to his brother : a brother 
in some cases was to build up a brother^s house : so 
the Holy Ghost built up Joseph^'s house. And 
Joseph being in the direct line of the kings of 
Judah and the house of David, he was the legal heir 
to the crown of David ; and Christ being legally his 
jfirst bom son, he was his heir ; and so Christ, by 
the law, was the proper heir of the crown of David, 
and is therefore said to sit upon the throne of his 
&ther David.'' [President Edwards, See Haber- 
shon on the Prophecies, p. 256.] 

Let me now request any reader to consider the 
annunciation of the angel Gabriel, and to consider 
also the following exposition of it. One of God^s 
purposes concerning his Son Jesus, as bom of the 
Virgin Mary, is here announced by the angel : 
which is^ That this same Jesm shall sit on DavicTs 
throne. Where is he now ? I answer. At the right 
hand of power ; and, being there, is not on David's 
ihrofMy but on his Father's. This I say on Christ's 
own testimony. " To him that overcometh will I 
give to sit with me in my throne^ even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne."*^ Rev. iii. 21. He declared this fact to 
the Apostle John, shortly after he had ascended to 
his Father and our Father, to his God and our 
God ; and shortly after he had said, " all power is 
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committed onto me in heaven and in earth.^ So 
that it is from this seat, in his Father's throne, tint 
he exercises all power in heaven and in earth ; and 
you will observe, that though he ascribes this hig^ 
honour to the reward of his victory in his confliet, 
and as a meritorious recompense, which his Father 
bestowed upon him, he does not allow us to con- 
found his Father^s throne with his own ; for he 
speaks of the two as distinct. But what are we 
to understand by his otim throne^ in which he will 

grant his victorious people to sit with him! I 
answer. It is that spoken of by the angel, for thai 
is his own, of which, as the son of David, he is 
the rightful heir, as distinguished from his Father's 
which is in heaven ; and it is quite consistent that) 
redeemed sinners should sit with him, as assessoa 
in that throne. The expression, of sitting in or 
upon a throne, implies that the persons who do so, 
partake of and exercise royal power. Now the 
Bible tells the saints, that they shall do this, for 
they shall reiffn with Christ, and that for one thou- 
sand years " on the earth,^ or " under the whole 
heaven ;^^ and the same fact is implied in that pro- 
mise, ^Hhat the saints shall ^2^^^ the world,^ and 
'' ahailjttdge angels f ' which is, as we know, a rofd 
prerogative.* But if it be foretold, that in the 

* Amongst the Hebrews the office of judge was in their Vin p. 
See Jodg. iv. 5 ; 2 Sam. viii. 15 ; zv. 2 ; 1 Rings iii. 11, 28 ; I Chnm. 
XTiil. 14. Hence our Lord, John v. 32, 23, claims an hononr for 
btiTWftfj 00-eqxial with that of the Father, hecauae the Father hid 
*muiM^ aU judgment to the Son. 

^tt oar own coontry the appointment of judge is in the sovereign. 
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New Jerusalem state, these things shall take place, 
ftud if, daring the period in which it is said that 
they shall take place, ^' they shall call, Jerosalem 
the throne of the Lord,'' Jer. iii. 17, then I say, 
Christ's session on the Father'*s throne must have 
ceased, he must have left that, in order that he may 
sit, with his saints, upon his own throne, even that 
of his father David. 

On this subject there is a remarkable passa^, 
confirmatory of our view, in Psal. cxxxii. 11. 
*'The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David: he 
will not turn from it : of the fruit of thy body will 
I set upon thy throne." There are not many 
occasions, recorded in the Scriptures, in which God 
condescends to an oath : we may be sure, therefore, 
that when he does, there is something peculiar in 
the case. St. Paul observes, that " an oath for 
confirmation is an end of strife;" Heb. vi. 16, 
and by referring to this human custom, teaches 
what is God's object in adopting the same prac- 
tice in his dealings with men. That it is for 
the confirmation of faith : to shew that there is 
no reserve in the divine mind: that when God 
swears he " will not repent;" and that the thing 
spoken is dependent upon no contingencies. These 
occasions, though not frequent, are remarkable. 
Christ was made a priest with an oath. "The 
Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec." 
Psal. ex. 4. The priesthood of Christ is unchange-^ 

c 3 
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able. The covenant with Abraham was made 
an oath; Gen. xxii. 16, 17 ; Heb. ti. 13— 17,al 
that covenant ica$ ture to all tke teed. Upon thes 
two things the consolation of God^s cliildren maiily 
depended ; and what a source of disquietiide s^ 
distress it would have proved to them, oonld tbey 
have supposed it possible that there were reserrcsk 
the divine mind concerning either : that either tk 
priesthood or the covenant were liable to chmse- 
But, beside these, " the Lord hath sworn in tnak 
unto David, he will not turn from it : of the fivt 
of thy body will I set upon thy throne."" It imt 
be replied to this, So he did, when he phoJ 
Solomon, the son of David, there. And was thii 
a promise worthy of being confirmed by an oitk 
from the God of truth ? I trow not. Bnt thanb 
be to God, we are not left to the varying specobr 
tions of man^s mind to ascertain the meaning oi 
this promise ; for the Lord expounds it, and tdk 
us whom he intends by the fruit of David's 
body. He tells us, by the mouth of Peter, Acts il 
29, 30, that of the fruit of David's loins, acoordiiK 
to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne. Now the oath of God puts this beyond iD 
question, that Christ shall sit on David's throne; 
and that throne is not in heaven, but on earth ; f« 
David is not ascended into the heavens, and if be 
be not ascended thither, he can never have had i 
throne there to call his own. But he had a throne 
in Jerusalem, and, because it is the divine purpose 
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that the Lord Christ shall sit upon it, the prophet 
therefore says, as I have just before observed, " at 
that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of 
the Lord,^' Jer. iii. 17. So important was this 
promise considered, that the fulfilment of it was 
held out by St. Peter, as the reason why it was 
necessary that Christ should be raised from the 
dead; and St. Peter further taught that David 
foresaw this, and foreseeing it, spake before of 
Christ's resurrection.* We know he was then 
preaching to the Jews, who believed the prophets, 
and were nationally interested in the promises 
made to the house of David : to them, therefore, 
the argument would come with force, and they 
would see, that, if Christ was not raised from the 
dead, he could not sit on David's throne. The 
resurrection of Christ, therefore, was necessary to 
the fulfilment of this promise, in which the future 
glory of the nation was bound up. Pray, reader, 
inform me how this is to be done, if tlte premilinq 
notions of the Church respecting Chrisfs return be 
correct : that he is to come a/ier the Millennium ; 
and that only for a short time : when, having 
judged the quick and dead, and burned up the 

• «'Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre 
is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God hath sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit upon 
his throne ; he seeing this before spake of the resurrection of 
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see 
corruption.'* Acts ii. 29— 31. 
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earth, he will speedily return to heaven ? I know 
not, neither do I think you can explain this con- 
sistently with the promise confirmed by an oath, 
which we are considering. But there is one way, 
and one only, by which it can be explained con- 
sistently with the Scriptural account of the matter. 
Christ must come before the Millennium : at which 
time, it is promised, that the Jews shall be con- 
verted : that both the houses of Israel and Judah 
shall be restored to their own land, that they shall 
be re-united in one kingdom, and be two kingdoms 
no more :* that at that time God will place over 
them one king, even Christ, the true David : then 
the '^ Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David, and he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end;' Luke i. 32, 33. 

For one and all of these reasons, the Second Advent 
of the Lord Jesus Christ must he pre-miUennial. 

* ** And I will make them one nation, in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel ; and one king shall be king to them aU: and 
they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at all. — And David my servant shall 
be king over them ; and they all shall have one shepherd : they 
shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do 
them.*' — Ezek. xxxvii. 22, 24. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Though the day a/ad hour of the next Advent be tm- 
certain^ the day and hour of another event, 

BEUEYED TO BE CONSEQUENT UPON IT, IS NOT SO. 

'* The man Gabriel : he informed me, and talked with me^ and 
said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and 
understanding." — Dan. ix. 21, 22. 

Amongst other objections which are raised against 
the holders of Millenarian doctrines is this, That it 
%8 presvmptuous to speak of dates, as they refer to the 
second Advent^ because our Lord expressly says^ that 
of that day and hour knotoeth no many no not the 
angels which are in heaven. I intend not to rest 
our case upon the common mode of answering this 
objection : namely, that because our Lord applied 
a remark to the generation with whom he conversed, 
it did not necessarily belong to every other gene- 
ration : as, for example, when he said '^ there be 
some standing here which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of Man coming in his king, 
dom:^ Matt. xvi. 28: that saying, though perfectly 
true as it regarded Peter, James, and John, if it 
intended those who were eye witnesses of Christ's 
majesty in the holy mount, did not apply to any in 
other generations. I dwell not, however, upon this 
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principle in meeting the objection. Then how do 
you reply to it, it may be asked ? Reader, were any 
man to tell you that at some future day, which he 
did not name^ you should be in possession of an 
inheritance which he had to bestow ; but, that after 
you were in possession of it^ some particular event, 
with which he was acquainted, would follow as a 
necessary consequence; and that this event toould 
happen in the year 1847: What would you conclude 
respecting the time of entering upon your inherit- 
ance? You will tell me, that, though ignorant of 
the day and hour in which you would enter upon it, 
it must he before the year 1847. And just the same 
conclusion, the Church may draw, respecting the 
coming of her Lord to bring her into the enjoyment 
of the purchased possession. This, by God's grace, 
it shall now be my endeavour to shew. 

The conversion of the seed of Abraham, and their 
restoration to, and establishment in their own land, 
form a large part of the great and precious promises 
of the Old Testament scriptures. Of this, proofs 
may be multiplied. Connected with some of these 
declarations we find certain numbers, or dates, and 
one acknowledged object of these dates being re- 
vealed, is, to shew beforehand wlien the judgments of 
God^ under which the seed of Abraham is suffering 
leeaose of the sin of their fathers^ s/uzll come to an 

i wnd the set time to favour Zion shall arrive. 

Hflr floch circumstances why should noien say, 
yjBUtn iinful curiosity to inquire after these 
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numbers ! Why again should they add, There can 
be no hope of arriving at satisfactory conclusions on 
this subject, when we recollect that the prophetic 
dates, which have run out respecting God's ancient 
people, have been marked with surprising accuracy? 
In the revelation which God made to Abram, Gen. 
XV. 13, respecting the sojourn of his seed in Egypt, 
we meet with accuracy to a day. " And he said 
unto Abram, know of a surety that thy seed shall 
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall 
serve them ; and they shall afflict them four hundred 
years.'** The fulfilment of this prophecy is recorded 
by Moses. Exod. xii. 40, 41 . " Now, the sojourn- 
ing of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, 
was four hundred and thirty years. And it came 
to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty 
years, even the self-same day it came to pass^ that all 
the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of 
Egypt.'' " And it came to pass the self-sams day^ 
that the Lord did bring the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt by their armies.*" Here we 
observe, that accuracy to. a day is declared by Moses 
to have marked the fulfilment of the promise ; that 
though their period of affliction was to be only four 
hundred years, the time of sojourn was four hun- 
dred and thirty years, to a day. Appendix B. 

Again, Jeremiah prophesied the seventy years' 
captivity in Babylon. Jer. xxv. 11. " And this 
whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonish- 
ment ; and these nations shall serve the king of 
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Babylon seventy years.'' Now, as if the Lord 
intended to prove his jealousy for his own pre- 
dictions, he thus speaks to Ezekiel. Ezek. xxiv. 2. 
" Son of Man write thee the name of the day^ even 
of this same day^ the king of Babylon set himself 
against Jerusalem this same day,'''' And when these 
years were expired, Daniel, who " understood by 
books the number of the years, whereof the word of 
the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations 
of Jerusalem, set his face unto the Lord his God.'' 
Dan. ix. 12. Again, in the 44th chapter of Isaiah 
it is said, " That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, 
and shall perform all my pleasure, even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shall be built ; and to the Tem- 
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid." See also Isa. 
xlv. 1, 13. -Accordingly, "in the first year of 
Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord 
might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put 
it also in writing, saying, thus saith Cyrus king 
of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the Lord God of heaven given me; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Who is there among you of 
all his people ? The Lord his God be with him, 
and let him go up." 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23 : Ezra 
'i. In virtue of this permission about 30,000 of 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and perhaps 
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12,000 of the other tribes, with above 7000 pro- 
selytes and servants, with the sacred vessels are 
supposed to have returned under the direction of 
Zerubbabel and Joshua. 

" This was indisputably, therefore, one termina- 
tion of the period of seventy years, as the first 
invasion of Nebuchadnezzar was the first commence- 
ment!^ 

" The publishing of a decree, about the begin- 
ning of the fourth year of Darius, [Hystaspes] 
which confirmed that of Cyrus in favour of the 
Jews, may be reckoned the thorough restoration of 
the Jewish state ; and from the thorough destruc- 
tion of it, in the burning of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem by the Chaldeans to this time, is just 
seventy years. The time falling so exactly, and 
tho prophet Zechariah confirming it by express- 
ing, under the fourth year of Darius, that the 
mourning and fasting of the Jews for the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and the utter driving of them 
out of the land, on the death of Gedaliah, was then 
just seventy years,* this has given a plausible 
handle to some for the placing of the beginning of 
the seventy years of the Babylonish captivity, 
spoken of by Jeremiah, at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; and the end of them, at the publication of 
this decree of Darius. But the Scriptures plainly 

• " Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests 
saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh 
month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even « 
to me V* Zech. vii. 5. 
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tell us that these seventy years, as prophesied of by 
the prophet Jeremiah, began &om the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim, and expired in tlie first year of 
Cyrus, on his granting his decree for the re-build- 
ing of the temple and the return of the Jews again 
to their own land. But this matter will admit 
of a very easy reconciliation ; for, both coTjymtatiaw 
may well stand together^ for though the Babylonish 
captivity did begin from the fourth year of Jehoi- 
akim, when ^'Nebuchadnezzar first subjugated the 
land, and carried away to Babylon the first captives; 
yet it was not completed till he had absolutely de- 
stroyed it, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, which 
was just eighteen years after. And so likewise, 
though the deliverance from this captivity, and 
the restoration of the Jewish state thereon, was 
begun at the decree of Cyrus, in the first year of 
his reign ; yet it was not completed till that decree 
was put in fiill vigour of execution by the decree, 
which Darius granted, in the fourth year of his 
reign, for the confirmation of it, which was also 
just eighteen years after. And, therefore, if we 
reckon from the hegirming of the captivity to the 
beginning of the restoration^ we must reckon from 
the fourth year of Jehoiakim to the first year of 
Cyrus, which was just seventy years ; and if we 
reckon /ro«^ the completion of the captivity to the 
completion of the restoration^ we must reckon firom 
the eleventh year of Zedekiah to the fourth year 
of Darius, which teas also just seventy years. So 
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that, whether we reckon firom the beginning of 
the captivity to the beginning of the restoration, 
or firom the completion of the captivity to the 
completion of the restoration, Jeremiah^s prophecy 
of the seventy years' captivity will be both ways 
accomplished.'*' Prideaox's Connection, vol. ii. p. 
146, fol. ; also Habershon on the Prophecies, p. 
118. And why 'are wefto suppose it should be 
otherwise ? Is Gt)d's word then only to be inac- 
curate when the Ancient of Days condescends to 
stoop to the measures of time ! Why are we to 
suppose that the mind of him who has calculated 
the courses of this world long before : who has 
given an instmctive accuracy to the stork in the 
heaven, that she should know her appointed times, 
and to the turtle, the crane, and the swallow, that 
they should observe the time of their coming : Jer. 
viii. 7 i who hath appointed the moon for certain 
seasons, and made the sun to know his going down : 
PsaL civ. 19 : who brings forth the twelve signs in 
their season, and guides Arcturus with his sons : 
Job xxxviii. 32: why, I ask, are we to conclude 
that the mind of the mighty Numberer should only 
fiedl when he stoops from his exaltation, from the 
length, and breadth, and heighth, and depth of the 
calculations of eternity to the puny measures of 
man's arithmetic i But, if it be conceded, that the 
divine chronology must be correct, if only voe are 
sure that it is tohat God has revealed : then, I ask, 
why are we to suppose that God will permit his 
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purpose, in bestowing it, to be disappointed by the 
carelessness or canning craftiness of man, or of the 
sons of men ! Why are we to suppose that he, who 
^^ frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and making 
diviners mad,'' will not frustrate, by some over- 
ruling manifestation of his manifold wisdom, the 
designs of those who would, in this case, corrupt 
the word of God ? If, therefore, but one only of 
these revealed numbers can be shown to be what 
God has given, then, I ask, of every believer, 
Whether it he not our hounden duty thankfully to 
receive it: to bring to it, as to a standard, other 
numbers : to make it, as it were, a scriptural chro- 
nometer, by which, so far as possible, to measure the 
times and the seasons, which God has thus given us 
to know : instead of rejecting one and all as un- 
worthy of any heed, because some have been cor- 
rupted by man's device ? 

Believing this to be the fact, what is to hinder 
us, in the spirit of this faith, from inquiring whe- 
ther Israel's final deliverance, from the tribulations 
of these days, be not as accurately marked out in 
the Scriptures of truth, as any other deliverance 
from their previous suflFerings ? Happily in this 
case one date may he ascertained correctly ; and by 
means of this one correct date, we are enabled to 
ascertain the year in which the restoration of the 
seed of Abraham shall be accomplished; and by 
that, the time, hefon^ which the Second Advent of 
the Lord must have taken place. 
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For the following clear statement of this momen- 
tous truth, I am indebted to the kindness of one, 
who wishes me, without acknowledgment even, to 
enter into his labours. This, however, I cannot 
consent to do, and gladly embrace the opportunity 
thus afiforded me of acknowledging my obligations 
to him. 

In the eighth chapter of Daniel, we meet with 
the account of a vision, with which he had been 
favoured, which set before him a part of the divine 
purposes concerning his people. " In the preceding 
vision of chapter vii. he had beheld a liUU horn come 
up among the ten horns of the fourth beast, and 
could not fail to see some resemblance in the little 
horn of chap. viii. 9, 23, which would lead him to 
connect them both in time and character, and fill 
him with apprehension for his people under such 
great and long-continued tribulation ; and occasion 
also no less perplexity to understand the vision. 
Wherefore it is said at the end of chapter viii. " I 
Daniel fainted and was sick certain days, and I was 
astonished at the vision ; but none understood it.**^ 

" To comfort the heart of Daniel concerning this 
vision, which was so grievous and so mysterious 
to him, the angel Gabriel comes in answer to his 
prayer. For, though Daniel does not expressly 
mention the vision in his prayer, yet the desolations 
of the sanctuary, so often referred to, shows what 
was passing in his mind ; and the angel in his words 
to Daniel expressly proves it, saying, verse 23, ^' at 
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tlic bep;inning of thy supplications the command- 
ment camo forth, and I am come to show thee ; for 
thou art greatly beloved ; therefore understand tlie 
matter, and consider the vision :^ that is, the TisioD 
of chapter viii.* To enable Daniel to understand the 

^ The remark is sometimes made, ** If I could be satisfied that 
there Ih but one vision spoken of in the viii. and ix« of Daniel, then 
your conclusions would be clear." An impartial examinatioQ of 
the chapters will, I think, place this beyond a doubty and that 
upon the internal evidence of the passage. Let a man read the 
eighth chapter from the beginning, and at the 26th Terse he will 
find thiii assurance given to the prophet. ^ And the yision of the 
ev(;ning and the morning which was told is true, wherefore shot 
thou up the vision ; for it shall he for many day$ ;" according to 
my ideas, evidently showing that it extended to times then fu 
distant. The effect produced upon Daniel by this confirmation of 
the things revealed to him, is declared* in verse 27. " And I 
Daniel fainted and was sick certain days." And the particulars 
revealed in verses 9 to 14, will sufficiently explain these effects. 
The next chapter commences with an account of the prophet's 
occupation, in the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasaeros. He 
was engaged with Jeremiah's prophecy of the seventy years' cap- 
tivity, under which the church was then groaning, and doubtless 
anticipating her deliverance in God's appointed time. He set his 
face unto the Lord in a way of humiliation, by fasting and prayer, 
as we learn from other parts of the book was his custom ; and, in 
the midst of these exercises, 20, 21, the man Gabriel came to him 
about the time of the evening oblation. There can be no doubt as 
to the object of his visit, for he proclaims it himself. '^ I am now 
come forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning 
of thy supplication the commandment came forth, and I am come 
to show thee ; for thou art greatly beloved, therefore v/ndersta0id 
the matter and consider the vision, 22, 23. What vision ? I search 
throughout this ninth chapter in vain for any vision ; neither, do 
I meet with one, until I look back to that which had been granted 
to Daniel as recorded in the preceding chapter ; and which had 
greatly troubled him. It has been asked, ^' la not the sight of an 
angel a vision V* I reply, will such an exposition hold good ? Try 
it. Gabriel says he is come to give Daniel skill and understand- 
ing, therefore, he adds, '' understand the matter and consider the 
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vision, he is first told to separate seventy weeks, or 
490 days, as a portion of the 2300 days of the pre- 
ceding chapter, " determined on his people,'' dur- 
ing which time the Jews should remain in posses- 
sion of the favour of God, after their return from 
Babylon. He then tells him what would be done 
for the Jewish people during these seventy weeks, 
or 490 days : the sum of which is to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy, 
ver. 24. But in proceeding, in the following verses, 

vision." Apply this explanation. Gabriel comes to give skill and 
understanding respecting " the sight of an angel," t. e. himself ! 
He tells the prophet to understand the matter, and consider '^ the 
sight of an angel," even the angel who then stood before him ! Is 
this satisfactory ? We must acknowledge, that it is not ; and from 
the above ungamished view of these two chapters, we must con- 
fess, tlwkt there is hut One vision. 

It becomes me now to notice an objection drawn from the fact, 
that there is a considerable interval of time between the events, with 
which the eighth chapter closes, cmd those, with which the ninth com- 
mences. What, I pray, was to hinder the Lord, if he saw fit, 
from granting a vision of deep and appalling interest to his ser- 
vant, *' in the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar/' and 
after *' the interval of several years," what is to hinder him, I ask, 
from sending *' in the first year of Darius," " the man Gabriel," 
to give the prophet ** skill and understanding," that he might 
" understand the matter, and consider the vision ?" Surely 
nothing. If it be said, It is not probable, I reply, probability has 
nothing to do with the case, where fEicts are concerned. Here 
are the facts. A vision is granted to the prophet : see chapter 
viii. An angel is sent to give that prophet understanding respect- 
ing " the vision." See chapter ix. Who shall say to God, " what 
doest thou ?" Or demand of him to give an ** account of his 
matters." If it seemed good in his sight, he was free to vouch- 
safe a vision to his servant on one day ; and to send a messenger 
to explain that vision on the next day ; or on that day twenty 
years. That was a matter for the divine mind to determine not 
for us. — See Defence of Word of Warning, 
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to make known to Daniel the manner and order of 
those events which would be brought to pass during 
those seventy weeks, or 490 days, the first event is 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusa- 
lem ; and therefore, the seventy weeks comrnenc- 
ing with the giving forth of this commandment^ the 
2300 days of the vision in the preceding cheater 
commmce also at the same time. For it is^ to be re- 
membered that what is here stated is avowedly an 
explanation of a preceding vision. It is said, that 
from the giving forth of the commandment, the 
building of Jerusalem would occupy seven weeks, 
or forty-nine days : after which, within sixty-two 
weeks, or 434 days, Messiah should come, and be 
cut off. One week, namely the last, is separated 
from the seventy, and set apart as the period dur- 
ing which three things should be done: 1. The 
covenant confirmed with many during the whole 
week, ix. 27 : 2. Messiah cut off some time in that 
week, ix. 26 : 3. Sacrifice and oblation caused to 
cease in the midst of the week, ix. 27 : i. e. the 
sacrifices and oblations of the Mosaic law should 
cease to be accepted, by the cutting off of the 
Messiah, not for himself, being that one sacrifice to 
which all other sacrifices pointed ; and then, by the 
overspreading of abominations the sanctuary is 
again made desolate, until the consummation of the 
remainder of the 2300 days, when that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolator, ix. 27, and he 
vhall then be broken without hand : viii. 25. Now 



ihe mere statement of this, proyes that these num- 
bers must be tk^s put for years^ as in Ezekiel iv., 
and not literal days. For it is expressly declared 
that the serenty weeks begin vrith the command- 
ment to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem ; and 
that the building of it occupied the first seven 
weeks. But it is perfectly absurd to say that the 
city and temple were built in seven weeks, or forty- 
nine days : such a thing only could take place by a 
miracle ; and we know from history, that the build- 
ing did occupy forty- nine years ; three years of 
preparation, during which Haggai was sent to stir 
up the people, luid forty-six years under Ezra and 
Nehemiah, during which Zechariah stirred them 
up, and at the conclusion of which, Malachi, the 
last of the prophets came : according with John ii. 
20, " Forty and six years was this temple in build- 
ing.'*"* And as literal days will not agree with the 
seventy weeks, so neither will they agree with the 
2300 days of chap. viii. ; for the first events of 
that vision, which consist only of the fightings 
between the Bam and the Goat, occupy five reigns 
of the kings of Persia, down to Alexander, king of 
Grecia : a period much too long to be included in 
2300 days. It is, moreover, declared, that the events 
of this vision should continue until the cleansing of 
the sanctuary, viii. ] 4, which is declared to be the 
Icutend of the indignation, viii. 17, 19. But as the 
Jews are still scattered over the earth, and their 
city and temple are not rebuilt, we know that the 

D 
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last end of the indignation is not yet come ; and, 
therefore, that the 2300 days or years are not yet 
fulfilled. The time of fulfilment is evidently tliat 
time spoken of in all the prophets, when Grod viO 
cleanse both his people and his sanctuary. ^^ And 
the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of 
them for evermore.^ Ezek. xxxvii. 23, 28. " And 
a fountain shall be opened to the house of David for 
sin and for uncleanness.^' Zech. xiii. 1. But these 
numbers in both chapters of Daniel being thus 
proved by internal evidence to be years, and both 
having the same commencement, as heingonevirimii 
it remains to fix, by internal emdence also what 
was this commencement. For as there were manir 
festly three commandments by Gyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes, Ezra vi. 4, so we cannot, by extemal 
evidence, ascertain which of these commandments is 
the one to which the seventy weeks apply ; and if 
we could, the chronology of that period is so con- 
fused, that we cannot be sure of any of these dales. 
There are, however, in the prophecy of the seventy 
weeks sufficient marks whereby we can bring it into 
connexion with our present reckoning of ttme^ which 
is the only epoch that can render the prophecy in- 
structive to us by preparing us for its termiiiatioii. 
Our reckoning begins with the incarnation of Christ 
In the prophecy a fixed point is given, which is ibe 
catting off of Messiah in the midst of the latt week; 
ted during this last weekHe^ Messiah, confinna tlM 
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covenant, which He was sent to establish, with 
many of the Jewish people. Now, it is acknow- 
ledged, that Ghrist began to preach the Gt>spel 
when he was thirty years old, and that he preached 
it for three years and a half only to the Jews, at 
which time he was slain [that is in the middle of 
the last week of years]. It is also acknowledged, 
that after his death his disciples preached the gospel 
only to the Jews for three years and a half [i. e. 
for the remaining half of the last week of years], 
when, by the conversion of Cornelius, God abolished 
the distinction between Jew and Gentile, and all 
mankind were made partakers of the Gospel. [Ap- 
pendix 0.] The covenant therefore is the Gospel 
covenant, and the last week of the seventy are 
those seven years, which began when Ghrist was 
thirty years old, and finished A. D. 37, at the con- 
Tersion of Cornelias, Sixty-nine weeks, or 483 
years, have therefore to be reckoned back from the 
30th year of Christ for the commencement of the 
Beventy weeks, which, deducting 30 from 483, makes 
before Christ 453 ; or, which is the same thing, 490 
years, i. e. 70 weeks from A. D. 37. 

*' Buty if the seventy weeks begin 453 years before 
the incarnation of Christ, the 2300 beginning at 
the same time, we ascertain their terminaiian merely 
by deducting the years before the incarnation : which 
leaves A. D. 1847 as the time when the sanctuary 
shall be cleansed, and the vision be accomplished : 
ike laH end of the indignation. 

d2 
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'' And this last end shall be the eonsequenee cfih» 
second coming of Christ, as we have already seen; 
therefore before the end, i, e. A. D. 1847, Christ 
shall have come. The day and hour when he eomdk 
no man knoweth ; but the time of the completion of 
the work on earth, which he shall come to do, is 
declared in these numbers. For this time is As 
endy when Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end 
of the days, xii. 13 ; and be/ore this time, Michael, 
the great Prince, shall stand up for the Jewish 
people, xii. 1, and the time of trouble shall be over, 
xii. 1, and the first resurrection be past, xii. 2, and 
the scattering of the holy people, as declared in the 
last chapter of Daniel. The last oppressor of 
chapter viii. is broken without hand^ ver. 25, by the 
stone cut out without hand^ of chap. ii. 34, 44, 45, 
which is the shepherd, the Stone of Israel, Gen. 
xlix. 24 ; and the breaker of Micah ii. 13.^ 

From the data, furnished entirely by this pro- 
phecy, we have ascertained. That the year of our 
Lord 1847, is the time appointed by Jehovah for 
the restoration and re-establishment of the seed of 
Abraham in the land, which he sware unto their 
fathers. From various passages of holy writ, the 
next Advent of the Lord must precede that restora- 
tion: from which it follows. That the Second Advent 
of the Lord Jesus Christ must ham taken place brfwre 
the year 1847. 

This is a calculation which a child may com- 
prehend : it rests upon no uncertainty of human 
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speculations, or upon corrupted or doubtful chro- 
nology, but upon one scriptural date connected with 
our own reckoning of time, which appears, like 
Joash, 2 Eangs xi. 2, to be preserved amidst the 
destruction of surrounding numbers, to revive the 
dying hopes of the house of David. It is reserved 
in mercy to the Christian Church that hereby her 
members may be warned of their Lord^s approach, 
*'lest coming suddenly he find them sleeping/'* 
Mark xiii. 36. 

May our gracious God grant his blessing to the 
reader, and the writer, that they may be found 
watching, when the Lord shall come ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

An attempt to shew^ that the ParahoUe Fig tree has 
for some tjime been putting forth leaves^ by whid 

WE OUGHT TO KNOW THAT THE COMING OP THE LoBD 
IS NIGH. 

'' And he spake to them a parable : Behold the fig tree and tD 
the trees ; when they now shoot forth ye know of your o\ni 
selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So, likewise je 
when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that tlie 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand." — hxike xxi. 29, 30. 

It was well nigh seventeen hundred years before 
the first coming of Christ (according to the common 
chronology) that the Spirit of the Lord moved a 
dying patriarch to say, "The sceptre shall noi 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.**' Gen. xlix. 18. 

It was well nigh fifteen hundred years before 
the same advent that Moses, the man of Gt>d said: 
" I will raise them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth ; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him.*" Deut. xviii. 18 ; also, John 
i. 45. Acts iii. 22. 

It was little more than seven hundred years be- 
fore that coming, that the holy prophet Isaiah said, 
*^ Hear ye now, liouae oi I>^^d^ la it a snufl 
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thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my 
God also ? Therefore, the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign : Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.''^ Isa. 
vii. 13> 14, also Matt. i. 23. Luke i. 31. 

Within a few years of the foregoing prophecy, 
the same man of God uttered these words : " The 
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make strait in the desert a 
highway for our God ;" Isa. xl. 3, also Matt. iii. 3. 
John i. 23. 

It was about five hundred years before Christ'*s 
appearing that the angel Gabriel thus spake to 
Daniel. " Therefore, understand the matter and 
consider the vision. Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression and to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
Know, therefore, and understand that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall 
be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks : the 
street shall be built again, and the wall even in 
troublous times. And after threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself."" 
Dan. ix. 23—26. 

Now, for what specific purpose were these things 
revealed to the prophets, and recorded in the book 
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of God, but that the charch, to whom were com* 
mitted the oracles of God, might know the mgni 
of those times when Christ should first appear t 
Hence, the Lord upbraided her with her neglect, 
because, possessing the precious record of these 
truths, her children were ignorant of them ; be- 
cause, having this light, she put it under a bushd, 
or under a bed, instead of holding it forth from her 
candlestick that all, who came into that house of the 
Lord might see the light ; because they could read 
the face of the sky and say beforehand, it should 
be foul weather or fair, whilst, possessed of surer 
tokens of his approach, they could not anticipate 
the time of his appearing. 

At the head of this chapter a parable of our Lord 
is found, and, notwithstanding that expression, ia 
the 32 verse, '^ this generation shall not pass awaj 
till all be fulfilled,'' it belongs to the last days.* 

* Luke xxi. 32 ^ yevea avriy The words cannot poasiUy in- 
tend the generation whom our Lord addressed ; hecaute vene 27, 
11X18 not futfiUed in that generaiion, which must home hajjpentif* 
if that was their meamng. We might therefore, understand \ij 
them, ''this nation/' t. e. of the Jews, which meaning^ it has been 
before remarked, the words will bear ; and which is a standipg 
evidence of God's faithfulness and power in preserving the seed of 
Abraham, as a distinct people, in every nation under heaven, luit- 
withstanding their dispersion and the oppressions under whicb 
they have been groaning for 1800 years. 

Other ways of removing the supposed difficulty of this passage 
have been suggested, which may be seen by referring to The In- 
vestigator, Vol. IIL p. 341 ; also to No. 1. of the New Series, 
p. 46. A quotation from a valuable Essay, by the Rev. Thomas 
Gisborne, which is added in the Appendix, will amply repay the 
reader for its perusal, (See Appendix D.) which explanation U 
the passage, I prefer to any other. 
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Ib the scriplures of trath^ which God has placed 
in our hands^ we meet with a prediction of sovenU 
^v^ents, which are to happen aboat the time of the 
end, and which shall either precede, accompany, or 
immediatelr follow the second Advent of Clirist. 
To these events diere are preliminary steps^ which 
mark their approadu and these preliminary stents 
are as the putting forth of the leaves of the para- 
bolio fig tree and aU the trees, firom which we know 
of oar ownselves that summer is now nigh at hand. 

Mr. H. Drommond remarks, in his Defence of 
the Students of ProjAecy, — ^'As soon as the 
French Bevolution broke out, Bishops, Porteus and 
Horsley, and many others, immediately applied to 
the scenes then taking place in France, the signs in 
the sun, moon, and stars of Matt, xxiv., which 
former writers had shown to be symbolical.*^ De- 
fence, p. 54. 

Mr. Cunninghame, in his ^^ Pre-millennial Ad- 
vent,'' says, "Having said in the body of the 
Preface, that it seems to us that not one sign of the 
approaching Advent remains unaccomplished : it 
may be asked by some. What these signs are { To 
this I answer, that there are many signs. Firsts 
The shaking of all the nations, and of every thrvnie 
in Christendom to their foundations : which, with 
the exception of our own happy countr}', has Uvn 
effected within the last forty years. Those convul- 
sions seem to have been the fulfilment of the pn^- 
phecy of signs, in the sun, moon, and stars^ \>rtHlictod 

d3 
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in Luke xxi. 25. Second^ The tumults of the 
nations have been succeeded by a period of peaee 
and worldliness, corresponding to our Lord'^s de- 
scription of the world when he shall appear, Matt 
xxiv. 37 — ^39. Thirds A preaching of the Gh)spei 
of unequalled magnitude and extent, among aD 
nations, apparently corresponding in character with 
that announced by our Lord in Matt. xxiv. 14, as 
immediately preceding the end. Famih^ Sadi 
movements among the Jews as indicate the period 
of their conversion to be near at hand. Bytk^ 
The downfall of' the Ottoman Empire, which aU the 
interpreters of prophecy connect with the events of 
the last times. Siasth. The going forth of three un- 
clean spirits : 1^^, the spirit of infidelity and atheism 
out of the mouth of the Dragon : 29m2, the spirit of 
anarchy and despotism'**' out of the mouth of the 
Beast, or secular Boman empire. Src?, the spirit of 
Popery out of the mouth of the False Prophet, 
which, as is discernible to all spiritual persons, are 
now, according to Bev. xvi. 13, 14, actually at 
work preparing the kings and people for the war of 
Armageddon ;"[• just before which war, Eev. xvi. 15, 



* Anarchy and Despotism are the same principle, viz. ihe hiti qf 
Icttvlea power, the one working in the multitude and the other in 
kings. 

AU the modem interpreters of prophecy seem to concur in 
the opinion, that the sixth vial is poured out on the empire of tlie 
Turks or Ottomans ; and it is apparent that the war of Armageddon 
is in some way or other connected with the affairs of Turkey, as 
the preparations for it are mentioned under the sixth vial. 
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the note of the advent is given. Seventh^ The 
concurring testimony of the greater number of 
writers on prophecy in the present day, that the 
prophetic period of 1260 years, ended in the year 
1792 ; and, consequently, that we are far advanced 
towards the completion of DaniePs 1335 days, at 
the end of which, the Millennium is supposed to 
commence.'' 

Amongst these events, the conversion of the seed 
of Airaham, is found: Zech. xii: Dan. xii. &c. 
the wasting away of the Mohammedan little Hom^ 
and its being broken without hand: Dan. viii. 25. 
Rev. xvi. 12 : the consmn^ion of the Papal little 
Hom^ and its destruction. Dan. vii. 11, 26. Rev. 
xviii, 2. xix. 20. 

Let any man of unprejudiced mind look fairly 
at the present condition of the Jews, and say, 
whether history informs him of any thing similar I 
I know of one, and but one, parallel case in their 
history; and that was in the days of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, when, the fulness of time having arrived 
for the Lord to visit his people, He prepared their 
hearts for returning to their own land. 

What is now their condition ? Strikingly simi- 
lar. There is a stir amongst them: a shaking 
amongst the dry bones : a movement unheard of 
since their dispersions. And whence cometh it? 
From a prevailing expectation that the time of 
their deliverance draweth nigh. There is also from 
the same cause a gathering of the people into their 
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own land.* And why do they congregate in thai 
land ? Because the promise is, that in that land 
they shall be gathered, in that God's love shaD 
return to them ; ^^ and it shall come to pass that 
in the place where it was said unto them ye are 
not my people, there it shall be said unto them ve 
are the sons of the living God.'' Hosea i. 10. And 
whence do the seed of Abraham derive this ex- 
pectation I From the writings of their prophets : 
that is, from the identical writings of the identical 
prophets from which the church of Christ, at this 
day, draw their faith upon this subject ; and it is 
a singular circumstance that the frauds, which 
some have supposed the Babbins to have practised 
upon the church, by altering the chronology of the 
Old Testament, should lead the Jews at this boor 
to expect the first coming of the Messiah about the 
time, when other parts of the scripture lead us to 
the belief, that he will come the second time to 
establish his glorious kingdom !•[• But their con- 

* '^ It being a fact well ascertained that the Jews are nowflodi' 
ing to the land of their fathers. Nearly three thoasand fiunilies 
have already arrived in Palestine ; and a fresh inflaz is constantly 
taking place." Report of Sir Thomas Baring*8 speech at the 27tii 
Anniversary of the London Society for promoting ChristiaDitj 
amongst the Jews, in the year 1835. 

f '< The opinion now prevalent among the Jews, as I learn froia 
a Hebrew Tract referred t& in page 69 of this work [* Chronology 
of Israel'] of the approaching advent of the Messiah at the end 
of 11 2 Jubilees from the Creation, which period they suppose will 
elapse in A.D. 1840, answering to the year of the world, in their 
curtailed chronology, 5600, (see also a Jewish prophecy in tbe 
Morning Watch, Vol. I. p. 626.) may also probably be traced to 
tbe same source of primitive tradition, that the Messiah was to 
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version is inseparably connected with their resto- 
ration to their own land; and if the preliminary 
steps to .their return are begmning to be taken, and, 
as we have before seen, the Advent of the Lord must 
take place ere they be converted nationally, then I 
conclude that the present state of the seed of Abra- 
ham is in very deed a budding of the typical fig- 
tree, by which we ought to know that the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. 

In the typical language of Scripture, Papal Rome, 
or the seat of the Papal little horn,* is described 
under the title of Babylon.-f- In the same language 

appear about the year of the world 5500. It is true, that by cal- 
culating the Jubilee at 50 years ; contrary to the truth of the Scrip- 
tures, they make out now a period of 5600 years ; but if we assume 
the Jubilee at 49 years, which is proved in these pages to have 
been the computation of the synagogue, as it is certainly that of 
the scriptures, then 112 Jubilees are exactly 5488 years." Cun- 
ninghame's Chronology of Israel. Pref. iv. 

* '^ I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among 
them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first 
horns plucked up by the roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes 
like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. — I 
beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn 
spake : I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, 
and given to the burning flame. — I beheld, and the horn made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against them. — But the judgment 
flhall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and 
destroy it unto the end." Dan. vii. 8, 11, 21, 26. 

f ** And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities 
of the nations fell ; and great Babylon came in remembrance be- 
fore God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness 
of his wrath." Rev. xvi. 19. " And upon her forehead was a name 
written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, and 
Abominations of the Earth. — And here is the mind which hath 
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman sitteth." Rev. xvii. 5, 9. 
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the river Euphrates is used to denote the Turkish 
Nation, or the Mohammedan little hom.*^ The 
drying up of the symbolical Euphrates, and the 
overthrow of the symbolical Babylon, are connected 
in the prophecies which speak of them. 

Let us attend to the history of the type, and 
its necessary development in the anti-type. The 
ancient city Babylon was built on the banks of 
" that great river, the river Euphrates." It wbb 
famed for the strength of its walls, gates, and forti- 
fications ; and for the abundance of provision it was 
capable of containing, and actually did contain, at 
the time it was besieged by Cyrus and Darius the 
Median. Notwithstanding these advantages, it fell 
into their hands in the days of Belshazzar : of 
which we read in the fifth of Daniel. The way by 
which Cyrus took possession of it, was by drawing 
off the waters of the Euphrates into other channels, 
which he had cut for that purpose ; and when ^Hhe 
water thereof was dried up," Eev. xvi. 12, he 

* <^ Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the 
four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates." Rev. 
ix. 14. ^^ And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great 
river Euphrates ; and the water thereof was dried up, that the 
way of the kings of the East might be prepared." Rev. zvi. 12. 

<<With the great body of interpreters, I conceive, that the 
Euphrates means the Turkish nation, which first invaded and 
conquered the provinces of the eastern empire, situated near that 
river. (Isa. viii. 7, 8.) They are on that account, and according 
to the style of prophecy, symbolized by the Euphrates, in the same 
manner as the Thames might be used to denote the English nation 
or the Forth the people of Scotland." Cunnmghame on the Apoca- 
lypse, pages 112, 113. 
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ma)*ched his army along the bed of the river into 
the heart of the city, put Belshazzar to death, and 
overthrew the kingdom of the Chaldeans. See 
Prideanx, Vol. i. 75 — 96. Such is the history of 
the type; and, as it happened in the type, so, 
we may be sure, it will happen in the anti-type. 
The drying up of the Euphrates just preceded and 
effectually led to the fall of Babylon. So will the 
wasting away of that power, which is figuratively 
described by the drying up of the water of the 
great river Euphrates, just precede, and in some 
manner conduce to, the fall of another power, whose 
seat is represented, in the same language, by Baby- 
lon. The Eastern little Horn, is described by the 
one, the Western by the other : in other words, the 
Mohammedan and the Papal Kin£:dom&. It is 

book of history, not omitting the page which is now 
open before us, to ascertain that the events, set 
forth in the type, have some of them passed, and 
that the remainder are actually passing before us. 
What is the condition of Turkey, as one of the 
kingdoms of the East i Wasting away without in- 
habitants. 

" The drying up of the river Euphrates is 
illustrated by the following statement from the 
Edinburgh Review of October, 1834, of ConoUy's 
Journey to North India : " A curious part of 
the volumes before us, is the vivid picture which 
they casually exhibit of the internal disorganize- 
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tion, the demoralijsed state and want of social se- 
curity in every country of Asia in which the Anthor 
travelled. All other accoonts tend to the same 
conclusion. It should seem that at tins moment 
the Mohammedan states all over the world are in 
a worse condition than at any former period ; and 
not only worse, but also more hopeless. They not 
only have no prospect of any favourable internal 
change, but have given up all expectation of it 
Thoy are suffering a visible and rapid decay. They 
are ill governed and wretched within, and weak 
without. The star of the Moslem is visibly on the 
descent. They are now arrived at a great crisis. 
Turkey, so long the strong hold of the tsith and 
the terror of Europe, exhibits every symptom of 
imbecility. The states of Barbary, Egypt, Syria, 
Greece, the country beyond the Danube, and large 
provinces on the Black Sea have been virtually or 
really wrested from her. The other Mohammedan 
states are in a similar condition. India, another 
bulwark of the faith, can no longer yield it any 
support. Persia is a prey to divisions ; and, if it 
even was as weak before, never was placed near so 
dangerous a foe.^' See Bickersteth on the Pro- 
phecies, p. 116. See also Habershon on the Pro- 
phecies, p. 222, quoting a speech by M. de Lamartin 
in the French Chamber of Deputies, in which he 
says, " You see by this rapid sketch that the 
Ottoman Empire is no empire at all — and that 
Turkey is perishing for want ot Twtka.'* 
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In what condition is Papal Some, at thid hour, 
amongst the kingdoms of the earth { If we look to 
our ovm hmd, I grant, she is lifting up her head for 
a season; and doubtless the Lord will employ her, as 
a rod, to chasten us, because we have compromised 
our Protestant principles, and have tampered with 
her, upon principles of political expediency. Ber. 
zvii. 1 — 6. I grant, that in this land she is boasting 
of her growing influence : fondly anticipating the 
re-establishment of her long lost dominion, which, 
by all possible means, she has been long labouring 
to recover, by pulling down those safe-guards, which, 
the godly wisdom of our forefathers provided for us, 
with a godly jealousy. Here, I grant, that her 
temples are multiplying, and that she is, as it were, 
praising the gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, and of stone. Dan. v. 4. But it 
was in that same night Babylon was overthrovm ! 
^^ It is a ni^t to be much observed unto the Lord,**^ 
by every one who believes the prophets, for it was 
typical of that overthrow, which, in our day, awaits 
her, of whom Babylon was a type ! 

The drying up of the river made way for the 
troops which destroyed Belshazzar'^s kingdom ; and 
the wasting of the Turkish power is making way 
for the kings of the East, and then ^' shall that 
great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be 
found no more.^ Bev. xviii. 21. 

Two questions here arise. The first. Are these 
(kings so f The second, K they be. Are these th$ 
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thmffs toMchy toe have reason to believe, shall be the 
forenmners of the LorcTs appearing ? To reply to 
each, we must have recourse to different authorities. 
Whether these things are actually passing in the 
earth, as we have asserted, must be decided by an 
appeal to the testimonies to what is actually going 
on in those places, with which the three subjects are 
connected. The author of these few pages scruples 
not to say, They are; and, in support of this assertion, 
he requests every reader to look to the seyeral testi- 
monies to its truth, which are aflforded by the his- 
tory of the last forty years, by travellers of different 
nations, and by the agents of our religious Societies, 
whose printed reports are before the pubUc. From 
these authorities it is notorious, that, an expectation 
of the Coming of the Messiah prevails' amongst the 
Jews. It is no less notorious, that, with the excep- 
tion of our own land, the power of Papal Borne has 
been consuming since the time of the French Bevo- 
lution ; and, that the crescent of Mahomet is on the 
wane, must be known to every one. But if to 
these notorious facts of our own day, be added the 
important truth, which has been set forth in the 
foregoing chapter, not only do we leam that the fig- 
tree has put forth her leaves, but they have been so 
far developed, that the great event, of whose approach 
they are designed to give us warning, must indeed be 
nigh, even at our doors. And surely, the appearance 
of things in the political heavens justifies the belief, 
tiat some event is at hand, in which all the nations 
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are eaneem&d. There is an expectation of something, 
a looking for things coming upon the earth : a state 
of suspense, which precedes the heaving of that 
great earthquake, [Ber. yi. 12; and xii. 18,] by 
which Jehovah will overturn kingdoms, [Ezek. xxi. 
27,] will make the earth reel to and fro like a drunk- 
ard, [Isa. xxiv. 20,] until he make way for Him 
whose right the earth is, and who has redeemed it as 
a part of his purchased possession. This, is the 
conclusion at which we arrive, when, we read the 
present page of events, by tlie ligM of the more sure 
word of prop/iecy^ which is given to ««, as a light 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day-star arise in our hearts. May we have grace to 
give the more earnest heed to this light, lest it shine 
in darkness, and the darkness comprehend it not ! 
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CHAPTER V. 

That the 8criptwre$ do not hold forth the day of a 
BoinCs death as the season of ^^ blessed hope''^ to the 
members of Christ s Churchy but thb day of 
Ghrist^s appearing and kingdom. 

** Looking for that blessed hope, even the giorioas appearing of 
tiie great Ood, and our Saviour Jesos Christ.*' — TiU ii. 13- 

It is a very general but not, on that accoont, a less 
mistaken practice, to teach the members of the church 
<m earth to look to the day of death as that of their 
great blessedness : to hold forth a departure hence 
to be with Christ as the blessed hope of the Grospel; 
and this idea is founded, unconsciously, perhaps, in 
some cases, upon such parts of the written word as 
these, ^^ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours f ' Rev. xiv. 13 : " having 
a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far 
better/' Phil. i. 23. Though we readily admit, 
that the season of a saint^s death is a season of 
deliverance from the trials and troubles of this present 
evil world, and of rest from the labours of this state ; 
though we acknowledge, that it be a condition ^' &r 
better '^ than the present, and especially in cases 
similar to his, who wrote those words, and who 
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deeply felt what he wrote ; yet, we by no means allow, 
that the day of a saint'^s death is the scriptural object 
of hope to the church of God. We believe the 
church of Gx>d on earth has, in common with the 
church in heavenly places, but one principal object 
of hope, and that moreover, we believe to be, " the 
glorious appearing of the great God, even our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.'*^ To decide such a question as this 
there is one plain method, namely, an appeal to 
Scripture ; for by this appeal alone it can be settled. 
St. Paul thus speaks to the church at Corinth, 
" Waiting for the coming [revelation^ margin] of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. ''^ 1 Cor. i. 7. See also, 1 Cor. 
XV. 42 — 54, in which the season of the resurrection 
of the body, which will take place at the coming of 
the Lordy is that, which the Apostle upholds, as the 
time of victory to the church Again to the Philip- 
pians he writes, " For our conversation is in heaven ; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour^ the Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself.^^ Phil. iii. 20, 21. 
To the Colossians, " Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When 
Christy who is our life, shall appear^ then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory.*" Col. iii. 2 — 4. To 
the Thessalonians, ^^ And to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
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kings and priests ; cmd toe shall reign on the earth.'' 
Rev. V. 9, 10. 

Whence all this longing, whence these desires 
among the spirits of the just ! They are at rest, 
you will say, why should they want more ? Because 
they have not received all that is promised, and 
therefore, have need of patience, [compare Rev. vi. 
10. with Heb. x. 36.] that they may inherit the 
promises. Because they possess not all that has been 
purchased for them, " waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of the body ;*" Rom. viii. 23 ; 
and because in that body they are to be made kings 
and priests unto God ; and, in that, are to reign with 
Christ on the earth. Their bodies are still under the 
power of the grave, and are holden of it ; but they 
shall not be so continually ; and, this shall cease to 
be the c-ase, when " the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.'** 1. Cor. xv. 53. Then shall the old com- 
panions meet again to part no more : then shall the 
body be re-united to its kindred spirit, as helps meet 
for each other, and enter upon an endless life : no 
longer to groan being burdened, but to share in the 
joys of immortality and " the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.''* 

Here, I might more particularly call attention to 

1 Peter i. 13, as confirmatory of this view, and from 

this, establish the doctrine for which I am contending. 

That the revelation of Jesus Christ is the scriptural 

object of hope to all tlie clvxirdi.^ hecatise of tie gracB 
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ihai is to he brought wmto her at that time. Wherefore 
gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ^'' 

That the revelation of Jesus Christ means the 
appearing of Jesus Christ, affcer having been for a 
long season hid from the eyes of men, may readily 
be gathered from the following, amongst other, pas- 
jsages, 1 Cor. i. 7; 1 Tim. vi. 14; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8; Tit. 
ii. 13. To attach to it any other meaning, seems to 
mp, to oblige us to strain and torture the words. I 
conclude therefore that the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
ito which St. Peter refers, means his being revealed, 
or made visible, to the eyes of his church. But the 
apostle adds, that the church is to fix her hope upon 
this object, because, when Jesus Christ shall be so 
revealed^ there shall be grace brought unto her. The 
condition of the church on earth is such as to require, 
no renouncing of old prejudices on our part, in order 
to believe that her condition may be materially im- 
proved by the grace, which shall be brought to her in 
that day. What is her outward state ? " Without 
are fightings.^^ What is her inward ? " Within 
fears.^^ For the grace, then, which shall amend that 
condition, and w^ich shall be revealed in the day of 
Christ^s appearing, she may well hope to the end. 

But does it apply to the branch of his church in 
heavenly places i It must, and the reasons are clear, 
and those reasons are scriptural ; and they have 
already been enumerated in the few preceding pages, 

E 
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as touching the spirits of the just. Beside these 
there is another branch of the church of Christ, I 
mean the holy and elect cmgeU. But what interest can 
they have in the second Advent of the Lord! A 
great deal, I conceive ; and a little reflection on the 
actual state of things in respect to angels will, I think, 
confirm my assertion. First, the condition ofangek, 
as touching their employment in the church on earthy 
will be improved. Now they are engaged in resistii^ 
Satan, 2 Kings vi. 16, 17 ; Psalm Ixviii. 17; Dan. 
X. 13 ; and, as we learn from Jude 9, have th^ 
patience exercised, and their obedience to the sayings 
of God'^s book, Bev. xxii. 9, manifested in that 
work.* 

When Christ comes this conflict will be passed. 
Now they are ministering to the heirs of sidvationin 
this vale of sorrows; Heb. i. 14, and, while so en- 
gaged, do they not witness their suflerings i And, 
can we suppose, that they witness these things m- 
moved ? Why are we to place them in the scale of 
feeling below ourselves ? They love Christ, and 
therefore love his members, and what is love without 
sympathy ? If Christ, their head, wept for the aorrovB 
of the sons of men, shall not the angels of Qt>d enter 
into those sorrows t That they referee on our account 
is clear, '^ for there is joy in the presence of ibe 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteA.^ 

* Mr. Frere considers ''the angel," who represented hima^to 
St. John as being *' one of his brethren the pn^hets, and of tfcca 
that keep the sayings of this book," to be the spirit of a jmtiDin 
made perfect See Investiga^T , 1^«n« ^ei\«&) '^q. I« \}« 81 . 
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Luke XT. 10. And shall the Toice of joy be heard 
■from that innumerable company, when the tidings of 
another shmer brought home to God is communicated 
in the courts above ; and, when they witness the re- 
deemed of the Lord bending beneath their earthly 
load, and when they hear them groaning for very 
trouble under the burden of the flesh, have they no 
faculty to enter into these feelings, no ability to 
jjiympathise with these sorrows ? I believe that they 
rejoice because of our joy in God, for Christ has said 
it ; and, I cannot doubt, that they feel for our sor- 
rows, which, in their ministrations among men, they 
unavoidably witness. 

But in the day, of which we speak, God will wipe 
away all tears from all faces, and angels, doubtless, 
will share in the universal joy of the church trium- 
phant. 

Other considerations force me to the same conclu- 
idon. The glories of the renetaed earth will far 
surpass the glory of its former condition. 2 Pet. iii, 
13. Isa. Ixv. 17. 

When the Lord laid the foundations of the earth 
did the morning stars sing together, and all the sons 
of God shout for joy, Job xxxviii. 7, and, shall they 
raise no strains of hallowed melody, when God shall 
renew the face of the earth which he has made for 
man ! Shall no song of praise, no psalm of thanks- 
giving be then offered to the mighty Operator, when 
the now deformed face of nature shall come forth, 
at his word, in all the freshness of a second youth ; 

e2 
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and when the airs of Eden, shall surround it, Beti 
Ezra, Vol. ii. 231 — 243 ; and the now moral wil- 
derness blossom as the rose, and be transformed into 
the garden of God ? Surely the morning stars shall 
again sing together ! Again shall all the sons of God 
shout for joy ! And is the prospect of such a jubilee 
a prospect of ordinary interest ? We dishonour Gtoi 
and his handy works, we think unbecomingly of the 
highest order of his creation, we degrade the holy 
feelings which actuate the armies of heaven toward 
the inhabitantsof the earth, when we suppose that they 
do not enter with all their mind, and strength, and 
holy aflFections into every thing, in which the word, 
and work, and honour of the Lord and his Christ, 
and the interest of his members, are eternally con- 
cerned ! 

Again — The mystery of God mil be finished^ Eoy. 
X. 7, completing this manifestation of his mcmifold 
wisdom^ which they learn from the churchy Eph. iii. 
10. That the ways and works of Gtoi in the cove- 
nant of grace are objects of surpassing interest to 
the blessed company of angels, is clear fix>m the 
Scriptures. This was signified under the Law by 
the cherubim over the mercy seat, who were repr^ 
sented as looking down upon that, which was a type 
of Christ as the great mystery of Godliness, and the 
end of the Law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth : Appendix E : " which things,'* St. Peter 
tells us, " the angels desire to look into.'' 1 Peter i. 
12. In proof of this, and. 2y& a «Unding evidence 
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that real humility is, in every creature, an attend- 
ant upon real godliness, we learn that it has pleased 
our God to teach angels, much of his manifold wis- 
dom, by the church ; and, as the glory of God in 
the gospel dispensation will not be fully revealed, 
until the whole scheme of the gospel shall be deve- 
loped, the time, when this shall take place, cannot 
fiail of being a time of holy interest to angels. In 
the unfolding purposes of God they are interested: 
interested they are in his glory as connected with 
those purposes, and therefore doubly interested in 
the appearing of their Lord. For at the time of 
his appearing there will be a public manifestation of 
the now hidden wisdom of God : the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ shall be eminently re- 
vealed : the mysteriousness of the divine counsels, 
under the eternal covenant of grace, will have rolled 
away : " at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.'"* Phil. ii. 10, 11. 

One other fact tends to confirm our reasoning, and 
to shew that the second Advent of the Lord must 
be an object of Uvely interest to the holy and elect 
angels of God. The fact is this. That the kinglv 
glory of the Lord will then he revealed on tlie earthy 
fjohich witnessed his humiliaiion. When Christ was 
born in Bethlehem, who announced that event to 
men ? "A multitude of the heavenly host." When 
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Christ was tempted in the wilderness, who came and 
ministered unto him? "Angels.*" When Christ 
bowed the head in Gethsemane, before he was 
led through the sheep-gate into the city, who 
strengthened him ? " An angel.*" And who wofdoR 
have comforted the agonised soul of this patient 
sufferer when he hung in darkness on the cross ? 
Methinks every angel of light would have gladly 
sped on such an errand : " more than twelve legioiw 
of angels'' would have presently surrounded his 
cross, and have borne his precious body in their hands, 
but how then could the Scripture have been fulfilled! 
Not a minister of light dare minister to him in that 
affliction, when " It pleased the Father to bruise him 
and to put him to grief.'' Not an angel dare strengthen 
him under the birth throes of his church. But when 
the wondrous scene was closed, and the body, which 
had s^nk in the arms of death for a season, was laid 
in the grave, wer^ the Roman soldiers the only guard 
about " the place where the Lord lay ? " We cannot 
thus think. Bather would it form an object of holy 
emulation to that glorious company to watch the 
body of Him, who for the suffering of death was a 
little lower than the angels, yet, being so much 
better, hath by inheritance obtained a more excel* 
lent name than they. And when the fulness of time 
arrived, and the purposes of Gx)d were accom- 
plished, who came, as the officer of justice, to roll 
away the stone from the sepulchre, to open the prison 
doorSf that the willing prisoner might go free ? "The 
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'togel of the Lord,'' Did they witness his birth, 
lus temptations, his ministrations of mercy, his 
humiliation, his bitter agony, and bloody sweat, his 
<^cifixion, his death and burial, and resurrection 
from the dead^ did they see him reviled, buffeted, 
^pit upon, and do not their hearts bum within them, 
'or the unfolding of his real character before the 
^Qs of men : for the dawn of that day when ho shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
Ui all them that beUeve ! It is only consistent with 
every principle of sound allegiance to a rightful Lord, 
of love to Him who is " altogether lovely,"' thus to 
feel and thus to desire ; and if there be true alle- 
giance in an atigeFs breast, if love be there, and if 
zeal bum within them, then it must be confessed, 
that for the arrival of that day, when his honour 
shall be vindicated, his righteousness acknowledged, 
his glories manifested, and his name extolled <n,bove 
*' every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come,'' they must long 
ardently and look wistfully ; and, when it actually 
shall dawn, they will hail its rising with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory ! From what has thus 
been stated, we conclude, that. The day af Chrisfs 
appearing and kingdom ought to be the object of 
*' blessed hope " to his church. Reader is it yours i 
If not, how shall you stand when he appeareth I 
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OHAPTEE VI. 

Cmclimon, 

He is nigh, even at the doors." — Matt. xxiv. 33.* 

Reaper, if you perceive any force in the arguments^, 
which, in the foregoing pages, have been brought 
before you from the Scriptures, I beseech you, by 
the mercies of God, to allow them their due weight. 
God's truth must inevitably be accomplished, not- 
withstanding our prejudices to the contrary, and in 
its season every word shall be fulfilled. It may be 
well here to remind you of "this present truth,'' 
2 Pet. i. 12, for which I am contending that the 
coming of our Lord draws nigh ; and so nigh, that 
before the year 1847, the Scripture leads us to 
conclude^ it will have taken place. We speak not 
of the day or hour of that event ; but, this we say, 
that by one unquestioned and unquestionable part of 
the chronology of the Bible, which has been placed 
beyond the power of man to corrupt, or in any way 
alter, (see Chap, iii.) we are taught the time^ when 
one predicted event shall occur ^ which event, tRe saiM 

* " It is nighj even at the doors." (He, margin,) Bishop Hors- 
ley (Sermons, vol. i. p. 18,) states the true rendering to be He, 
the Son of Man, This rendering equally accords with the expla- 
nation given by St. Luke xxi. 28. Gisbome's Essays^ p. 246. 
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Scriptures teach us, shall take place, after tlie Lord 
be come. The one predicted event, is the cleansing 
of the sa/nctuary (Dan. viii. 15.) from its present 
pollutions, when Michael shall stand up, the Great 
Prince which standeth for the children of the seed 
of Abraham, Dan. xii. 1, and they shall bo restored 
to their own land. This event, we gather from 
Dan. viii. 14, explained by "the man Gabriel,**' 
Dan. ix. 24 — 27, will take place in 1810 years from 
the end of the seventy weeks, or from three years 
and a half after Messiah shall have been cut off, in 
other words, from A. D. 37 ; for 1810, added to 490, 
i- e. to. 70 weeks of years, equals 2,300 ; and 1810 
years from the year of our Lord 37, brings us to 
A, D. 1847.* 

Here I do not ask you to adopt any of those 
doctrines at which the finger of scorn is pointed, as 
being peculiarly millenarian. Here I speak not of 
the personal reign on earth, nor of the new Jerusalem 
which is to come down from God out of heaven, nor 
of the " many mansions'' f prepared by Christ him- 

* From the 2300 years revealed to Daniel, at the close of which 
the sanctuary is to be cleansed, 70 weeks, or 490 years, was to be 
separated ; and in the midst of the last week (or last seven years) 
of this period, Messiah should be cut off : three years and a half 
therefore are to be added to the year of our Lord 33^, in which he 
was cut off, which brings us to A. D. 37 ; 

and 490 years (or 70 weeks) + 1810 = 2,300 
and 37 years + 1810 = 1,847. 

f Many there are, who, when we speak of the New Jerusalem, 
which shall come down from God out of heaven, as the abode of 
the glorified saints during Christ's promised reign with them on the 
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self for his *^ friends ^ in that his Father^s house 
even in that ^^ city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God*^** Neither do I press upon 
you the doctrine of '^ the new heavens and the new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteoufiness.^ From all 
these I turn to the one statement which has been 
made, [see chap, iii.] and the plain calculation which 
accompanied it. We ask you to examine it closely, 
to search it, prove it, weigh it, by every tnte light, 

earth, refer us to oar Lord's words, ''in my Father's house are many 
mansions ; if it were not so, I wonld have told yon. I go to prepare 
a place for yon. And if I go and prepare a place for yon, I wiU 
come again, and receive yon nnto myself ; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.'* John xiv. 2, 3. Now, without going* farther 
than the probabilities of the case, it might be replied, that it is not 
probable that the Lord Christ should contradict himself. For ^^ 
that, be remembered, which is too commonly forgotten, that this 
same Jesas, who gare utterance to the words recorded, [John xiv. 
2, 3.] revealed the doctrine of which we speak, respecting the new 
Jerusalem. But if we look further, and examine into tbepartica' 
lars of what our Lord promised in that passage, it amoiunts only to 
this. That, having spoken of going '* to prepare a place " for his 
people in his Father's house, he does not say that he will take them 
up to those many mansions.'* But he does ny that he *' will come 
again, and receive them" to himself. From another part of 
Scripture we learn, that there is a *' city of the living GKxl, the 
heavenly Jerusalem," in which the saints have an interest : [Heb. 
xii. 22.] that this cometh down from God out of Heaven, when the 
Tabernacle of Qod shall be with men, and he will dwell with them* 
[Rev. xxi. 1, 2.] 

Now were the objection true, which I am combating, it ooald 
not correctly be said that God would dtvdl with men. It would be 
said that men would dwell vjith Ood. But the Lord has said that be 
will prepare a place for his people, that he will at somefdtore time 
come again to them : [when, according to my view of this state- 
ment, the place, which he has prepared, shall come down from Ood 
out of heaven :] when the tabernacle or diveUing place qf Ood 
*^aUbe with men; and he will dwell with them* 
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hy every jmt standard, and in the balance of the 
sanctuary. If it be found wanting, reject it : if it 
fall short of the full stature, pass it by ; if it will 
not bear the light of truth, send it back to the dark- 
ness which will then be befitting it. But, should 
the conclusion be fayourable, and should it be found 
that the calculation is correct, then search diligently 
and satisfy yourself upon that other doctrine. That 
the national conversion of Israel andJudah are to 
be hrougkt about only hy the appearing of the Lord 
JTesm Christ. Should this also prove correct, then 
be honest enough to confess that, "we have not 
followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,**^ that they were about to be revealed. 
Doubtless there will be many hindrances in the 
way of some, who may be convinced of the truth 
of our arguments, and be unable to gainsay them. 
There will be much opposition, both from without 
and from within, to carrying them into practical 
effect. The world and the things of the world will 
oppose them : the opinions of friends or connexions : 
the conviction that our practice must be different 
from what it has been : the dread of being thought 
singular : the fear of ridicule ; and again the mis- 
givings, which may arise, that we shall not be abl< 
to maintain our opinions when we meet with thos( 
that oppose them. '. But if we hold truth so cheap, 
as to be deterred from embracing it, upon such poor 
grounds as these, either our love for truth must 
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be low indeed, and our love for this present evu 
world proportionally high; or our fear of man 
must be so great, that there is no fear of God before 
our eyes. " How can ye believe,'" said Christ, " who 
receive honour one of another, and not the honour 
which cometh from God only T To how large a 
class of the professing church does this fearful ques- 
tion apply in our day? Reader, I beseech our 
God to grant, that you may be delivered from this 
snare. But remember that the speculative part of 
the understanding may be engaged about truth : it 
may examine and approve it ; but if the pradml 
understanding be not influenced thereby, it is vain : 
it can profit nothing in the day of wrath. That the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to our earth, when- 
ever it takes place, shall have for one of its objects 
to judge the world, every believer in the Bible will 
confess. If then we, have the slightest reason to 
suspect that this judgment may take place before 
twelve short years* have completed their course, 
" what manner of persons ought we to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness!" 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
But what manner of persons are we f That is the 
important question. Are we living as if we be- 
lieved so awful an event to be at hand? As parents, 
as children, as masters, as servants, as ministers, as 
people ? As parents^ are we principally occupied 
in laying up an inheritance for our children, in 
making provision for them in this present evil 

♦ Written \xi\^^^. 
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World? We mistake our office, we neglect oiil* 
firsts our most important duty. We should prepare 
them for the coming of our Lord, By every tie of 
duty, by every bond of affection, we are engaged to 
do this. As children^ what are you doing ? Look- 
ing forward to the season, when, freed from the 
restraints of " tutors and governors,'^ you may enter 
into the world and take your fill of its vanities and 
its pleasures ? Here again you are wrong, for the 
world passeth away and the fashion thereof," 
and shall quickly pass away before the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne and the Lamb. In that 
hour where would you desire to be found ? In the 
world? If so you pmust erish with the world. 
Are your minds so set upon vanity ? As tnccsiers, 
are you only regarding the temporal comfort of 
those whom God has placed under you, and order- 
ing your households with regard only to present 
conveniences and proprieties of conduct ? You are 
neglecting the main thing, to teach them that in 
serving you they are to serve the Lord Christ, that 
they may adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour 
in all things, " looking for that blessed hope, even 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.'*'* Tit. ii. 10 — 13. As ser- 
vants^ are you satisfied to render eye-service to your 
employers as " men-pleasers?'^ Aim at something 
higher, something more befitting those who are 
called Christians. In singleness of heart fear God, 
and " whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto i^ 
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Lord and not unto man, knowing that of the Lord 
ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance,^ upon 
which such servants shall enter when he appearetk 
As minigt&rSy are we striving to act as watchmen in 
Israel ? Looking oat for the day of Grod, and to 
the best of our ability warning and instructing the 
people conmiitted to our charge. Teaching them to 
seek first Christ^s kingdom and righteousness : up- 
holding before them, as an encouragement and 
support under many trials, the grace, which shall 
be brought unto them in that day i '^ Blessed is 
that servant, whom the Lord, when he cometh, 
shall find so doing f^ As people^ are you in all 
humility giving heed to the things of the kingdom : 
searching the Scriptures whether these things be so, 
and labouring that you may be found of him in 
peace at his coming ? 

Happy are the people that are in such a case ! 
'' God is in the midst of them^ they shall not be 
moved : God shall help them when the morning 
APPEARETH.'" Psal. xlvi. 5. margin. 



APPENDIX, A. 

SoMs testimonies to tlie doctrine. That the six days ofcrea" 
tion and the seventh day of rest y are typical of the duration 
of the earthy for six thousand years in a travailing condition^ 
under the curse, succeeded by one thousand years of resty 
righteousness y and peace. 



Bishop Newton in his work on the prophecies thus writes. 

^^ That there shall he such a happy period as the Millen- 
nium ; that ^ the kingdom and dominion and the greatness 
of the kingdom, under the whole heaven shall he given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High/ Dan. vii. 
27 ; that Christ shall have ^the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the utmost parts of the earth for his possession,' 
Psalm ii. 8 ; that ^ the earth shall he fiill of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea,' Isa. xi. 9 ; that 
^ the fulness of the Grentiles shall come in, and all Israel 
shall he saved,' Rom. xii. 25, 26 : in a word, that the king- 
dom of heaven shall he established upon earthy is the plain 
and express doctrine of Daniel and all the Prophets, as well 
as of St. John, and we daily pray for the accomplishment 
of it in praying, ^ Thy kingdom come.' But of all the 
prophets, St. John is the only one who hath declared parti- 
cularly, and in express terms, that the martyrs* shall rise 
to partake of the felicities of this kingdom, and that it 

* Would it not be more Kriptural to extend this first resurrec- 
tion to 'Hhe Prophets, and to the Saints, and them that fear Gkxi't 
name, small and great,'* Rev. xi. 1 8, who shall have lived before the 
glorious appearing of the great God ? See also lThess.iv. 14 — 17« 
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nhoold continue upon earth a thousand jeus; and tbe 
Jcwudi Church before him, and the Christian Church after 
liim, have further believed and taught, that tkete AommMd 
years will be the seventh millenary of the Mforld" A pompous 
hoiip of quotations might be produced to this puipoee both 
from Jewish and Christian writers; but I choose to select 
only a few of the most material of each sort. 

** Of the Jewish writers, Rabbi Ketina, as cited in the Ge- 
mara or gloss of their Talmud, said, Hhat the world endures 
six thousand years, and one thousand it shall be laid waste,' 
[that v*f the enemies ofGod shall be destroyed,]] whereof it is 
said, ' the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.' Isa. ii. 11." 
Tradition a-nscnts to Rabbi Ketina ; as out of seven years, 
rvory seventh is the year of remission, so out of the seven 
thousand years of the world, the seventh Millenary shall be 
the Millenary of remission, that ^ God alone shall be exalted 
in that day.' It was the tradition of the house of Elias, who 
lived two hundred years, or thereabouts, before Christ, and 
the tradition might perhaps be derived from Elias the Tish- 
bite, that * the world endures six thousand years, two thou- 
sand before the Law, two thousand under the Law, and two 
thousand under the Messiah.' It was also the tradition of 
the house of Ellas, that *' the just whom God shall raise up 
[meaning at the first resurrection,]] shall not be turned 
again into dust." — " Of the Christian writers, St. Barnabas 
in the first century thus comments upon these words of 
Moses : * And God made in six days, the works of his 
hands, and he finished on the seventh day, and he rested in 
it, and sanctified it.' This it signifies, that the Lord God 
will finish all things in six thousand years.'* For a day with 
him is as a thousand years : as he himself testifieth, saying. 
* Behold, tliis day shall be as a thousand years.' Therefore, 
oliildren, in six days, that is, in six thousand years shall all 
tilings be consummated. ^ And he rested the seventh day :' 
this signifies, that when his Son shall come, and shall abolish 
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the season of the wicked one, and shall judge the ungodly^ 
and shall change the sun and the moon, and the stars, then 
he shall rest gloriously in that seventh day." [S. Bamabs 
£pist« cap. 15.] Justin Martyr, in the second century, de- 
clares the Millennium to be the catholic doctrine of his time. 
Lactantius, at the beginning of the fourth century, is very 
copious upon this subject, in the seventh book of his Divine 
Institutions. He saith, " Because the works of God were 
finished in six days, it is necessary that the world should 
remain in this state six ages, that is, six thousand years." 
And again, ^' Because having finished the works he rested 
on the seventh day, and blessed it, it is necessary that at the 
end of the six thousandth year all wickedness should be 
abolished out of the earth, and justice should reign for a 
thousand years." [Vid. Newton on the Prophecies, p. 668 
— 672.] Irenseus, A. D. 178 |_in his fifth book against here- 
sies, chap. 30. J " when Antichrist, reigning three years and 
six months, shall have laid waste all things in this world, 
and have sat in the temple of Jerusalem, then shall the Lord 
come in the clouds, in the glory of his Father, casting him 
and all that obey him, into the lake of fire ; but procuring, 
or bringing with him, unto the just, the times of the king- 
dom ; that is, a rest, the seventh day, sanctified, and restoring 
to Abraham the promise of the inheritance, in which king- 
dom says the Lord, * many shall come from the east and 
from the west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.'" [Bickersteth*s Guide, p. 90.] Cyprian, A. D. 
252, [in his Exhortation to Martyrdom, Sect. ii. p. 179,] 
says, ** That in the creation of the world seven days were 
spent, and in those seven days seven thousand years were 
figuratively included." Bishop Latimer [at the time of the 
Reformation, in his Sermon, " The Day of Judgment "] 
observes, " The world was ordained of God to endure, as 
Scripture and all learned men agree, suv thousand years^ 
i. e. To endure in its present condition. 
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I merely refer to these few shining lights, in the Chaich 

» 

of Christ in different ages, to shew that the opinion, of the 
Hx days of creation and the seventh day of rest being typical 
of the existence of this world, where, ^^one day is as a thou- 
sand years," is no new idea ; and, therefore that no ordinaiy 
kind of proof is required to the contrary, hefore we can 
relinquish it. 

The ground, upon which we are required to do this, is the 
corruption of the chronology of the Old Testament^ by the 
Jewish Rabbins, in order to shew that Jesus of Nazareth 
was not the Christ. [Cuninghame's Chron. of Israel, p. IQO. 
— ^Appendix ii.] 

Mr. Cuninghame, in his late work upon " The Chrono- 
logy of Israel and the Jews," examines this subject. Now, 
IF HB BE CORRECT, the pcriod which elapsed between the 
creation and the birth of Christ, instead of being, as we 
commonly suppose, 4000 or 4004 years, is 5478. 
To this, if we add the sum of . . 1835, 



we hare, as the present age of the world, 7313 years. 

The former period, of 4004 years, is according to the 
Chronology of the Hebrew manuscriptSy which were in the 
hands of the Jewish RabbinSy after our Lord's appearing, and 
which Mr. Cuninghame believes to have been corrupted by 
them for the purpose already stated. The latter period, of 
5478 years, is according to the chronology of the Seventy, 
which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, made from Hebrew manuscripts by order of Ptolemy 
Lagus, and his son Philadelphus, kings of Egypt. |_See 
Home's Introduction, vol. ii. p. 164, 167.] This latter ver- 
sion of the Old Testament Scriptures "gradually acquired 
the highest authority among the Jews of Palestine, who 
were acquainted with the Greek language." f Home's 
Introduction, vol. ii. p. 170."] And, whOst the Hebrew 
manuscripts were in the exclusive custody of the unbeliev- 
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ing Jews, who were the hitterest enemies of the Lord Jesos 
Christ, from the age of the Apostles to the days of OrigeOy 
that is, to A. D. 280, the Septuagint, or version of the 
Seventy, was in the hands of the Christian Church, and 
therefore removed from the possibility of being so cor- 
rupted. 
On the other hand, it is observed by Mr. Fynes Clinton, 
^^ Jackson and Hales impute great alterations in the 
Hebrew copies to the Jews of the second century. That 
the Jews might endeavour to alter many passages which 
the Christians applied to Christ is very probable. But it is 
difficult to imagine what adequate motive they could have 
for shortening the genealogies." Jackson, vol. i. p. 96, 
admits this, observing, <^ The reasons which induced the 
Jews to corrupt the prophecies relating to Christy are plain ; 
but the reason for their making so great alterations in the 
scripture ^chronology is not so plain." The first translators, 
however, of the Hebrew Scriptures into the Greek had a very 
obvious motive for enlarging the chronology. The Chal- 
deans and Egyptians [whose histories were about that time 
published by Berosus and Manetho^ laid claim to a remote 
antiquity. Hence the translators of the Pentateuch into 
Greek might be led to augment the amount of the gene- 
rations by the centenary additions, and by the interpo- 
lation of the second CainaUy in order to carry back the 
epochs of the creation and of the flood to a period more 
conformable with the high pretensions of the Egyptians 
and Chaldeans." — ^Appendix, Scripture Chronology, by 
Henry Fynes Clinton, Esq. p. 297. I have before remarked 
upon the preference, that is given by some learned and holy 
men, to Mr. Fynes Clinton's Chronology of the Old Tes- 
tament, before that of Mr Cuninghame : which is con- 
dstent also with that very ancient idea in the Church of 
Grod, that the six days of creation and the seventh day of 
rest were typical of the existence of the earth for six days 
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in a traTailing condition, succeeded by a serenth of rest^ 
one day being as a thousand years. It may be advisable to 
introduce Mr. Clinton's table of dates, which is as follows:— 



B.C. 


A.M. 


4138 




2482 


1656 


2130 


2008 


2055 


2083 


1625 


2513 


1585 


2553 


1558 


2580 


1128 


3010 


1096 


3042 


1056 


3082 


1016 


3122 


976 


316i3 


587 


3561 



Adam. 

The Deluge 

Birth of Abraham 

The Call 

The Exode 

Death of Moses 

First Servitude . . by conjecture . . 

Death of Eli 

Election of Saul . . by conjecture . . 

David 40 y. 6 m 

Solomon 39 y. 6 m 

Rehoboam 

Zedekidh's Captivity 




I have much satis&ction in adding the following remarks 
upon the foregoing calculations from the fourth vol. of the 
Investigator. "Such is Mr. Clinton's conclusion as to 
the world's early chronology. But what the bearing on 
prophecy ? Independent of other points, I wish to call the 
attention of your readers more particularly to the present 
year of the world as thus fixed within the narrow limits 
of a few years. If the years from the creation to the coming 
of Christ be 4138 years, the present year is the 4138 added 
to 1836, i. e. the 5074th : in other words, we are within 
26 years (more or less) of the 6000th year, the beginning 
of the Sabbatical Millenary, How is every sign of the 
times pointing to the grand consummation as near at hand! 
The exact day studiously liidden : (as our Lord says, *of 
that day knoweth no one :') its approach as studiously 
signified ! " Investigator, vol. iv. 340. The third volume 
of Mr, F, Ciinton's Fasti HeUenvci \&^ the work which ia 
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here spoken of and more particularly his ** Appendix on 
the early Scripture Chronology." 



APPENDIX B. 

Mr. Clinton dates the commencement of this period of 
430 years from the call of Abraham. 

" That these 430 years are to he computed from the call 
o£ Abraham^ and not from the going down o{ Israel into 
Egypt, is explained by St. Paul himself— Gral. iii. 17, &c. &c. 
I think it right to remark, that my argument is not affected 
by the commencement of the 430 years, the principal ob- 
ject of that being to show, tJiat accuracyy even to a day^ 
has marked the fulfilment of promises made to Abraham and 
his seedy which Moses declares to be the case." 



APPENDIX C. 

As the statement, made in the text, may be rejected by 
some because the date, given in the margin of our Bibles, 
for the conversion of Cornelius does not coincide with it, 
I subjoin this note ; for which I am indebted to the same 
kind and talented individual as the one spoken of in 
Chapter III. 

The conversion of Cornelius is the turning point of Grod's 
purpose towards the Jews, predicted in Hosea, as the time 
when they should become Loammi, to which Paul and 
Peter refer, Rom. ix. 25. Heb. viii. 10—13. 1 Pet. ii. 10. 
And 1847 is the time, when in the same place where they 
were cast off they shall again be taken into covenant with 
God, and the receiving of them be as life from the dead ; 
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and as it is declared not only in the passages lefenred to, 
but in Jer. xxxi. Ezek. xxxvL and nnmerons other pro- 
phecies. 

Thongh it may not be in our power to fix ujith precimn 
the time of the conversion of Ck>melius from the narrative 
in the Acts, yet it is easy to show that the date given to it 
in the margin of our Bibles, which is wholly arbitrary and 
unsupported, must be too late ; and that the year 37 agrees 
much better with the &cts that are known. The stoniBg 
of Stephen took place in 34, or early in 35, and the con- 
version of Paul in the course of 35, to allow time for his 
two visits to Jerusalem mentioned in Gralatians, with an 
interval of three years, and fourteen years between tiiem ; 
all occurring before the Council, in Acts xv ; the dissenaons 
leading to which are referred to in Gral. ii. 11 ; and which 
Council could not be later than 52. Paul's first visit to 
Jerusalem was therefore in 38, and Peter was at Jerusalem, 
Gral. i. 18 ; and the persecution raised about Stephen had 
ceased. Acts ix. 31. xi. 19. But at this visit to Jerusalem, 
Paul received his commission to go to the Gentiles, Acts 
xxii. 21 ; and began to dispute with the Grecians, Acts ix. 
29. at the time when the disciples at Antioch did the same : 
Acts xi. 20 ; all which proves that the door had then been 
opened to the Gentiles by the conversion of Cornelius, as 
otherwise these proceedings could not have been sanctioned 
by the Church in sending forth Barnabas, Acts xi. 22 ; and 
their even sendiug Paul to Cesarea, the abode of Comeliufl, 
Acts ix. 30, indicates the same thing ; and Barnabas sought 
lus help as the chosen vessel to the Gentiles. Acts xi. 22. 
ix.30. 

The conversion of Cornelius therefore must have taken 
place before 38. We should recollect that the transactions 
in the Acts are not given in the regular sequence of time, 
but one narrative is followed out to its close, and then 
another taken up, though it should require going back in 
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order of time ; as is evidently the case, chap. xi. 19. which 
returns to chap. yiii. 1. 



APPENDIX D. 

"Those expositors who from the days of Mede have 
found themselves constrained to apply the parallel passages 
which have now heen examined to times long subsequent 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, have all agreed in uni- 
formly feeling the difficulty presented hy Matthew xxiv. 
34, and hy the corresponding verses of Mark and Luke : 
Verily I say unto yoUy this generation shall not pass away 
till all these things^ be fulfilled. The solution proposed hy 
Mede is that ycvea^ the word rendered generation^ is to he 
regarded as. signifying, not a contemporaneous body of 
living individuals, but a prolonged race of men, a paiv 
ticular people continued in succession ; and that the con- 
sequent meaning of the passage is, that the race of Israel 
shall not become extinct until their restoration and con- 
version shall have taken place. This explanation, which 

if the term yevea be allowed to be capable of the signifi- ' 
cation attributed to it by Mede, renders the words of our 
Saviour a mere repetition, is generally, and, as it should 
seem, rightly deemed unsatisfactory. Two other solutions 
have recently been suggested : one of them in a very 
respectable periodical publication :* the other conjointly by 
Mr. Faber and Mr. Cuninghame,t as the result of their 
combined deliberations. The first turns on the accent 

properly to be affixed to the pronoun avrn agreeing with 

ytvta. If the word be properly accented, avrn it is acca- 

• Christian Observer, 1815, p. 6 — 7. 

t Faber's Dissertation, Vol. UI. p. 219, &c.-^Cuninghame*B 
Dissertation, Second Edition, p. 243, &jb. 
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rately rendered thU, If it be aeoented avni it should he 
translated that ; and wonld necessarilj denote that gene- 
ration which would witness the signs in the son, and the 
moon, and the stars. The argument is, that in the hest 
manuscripts, written in capital letters, no accents are 
affixed, and that it is, therefore, lawful to suppose that the 
proper mode in writing the word in the present passage 
may he auri}. The second interpretation depends on the 
import of the verb ytrrircu employed by the three Evan- 
gelists ; and rendered in our translation of the Terse, in 
St. Mark, be done, in St. Matthew and St. Luke, be Julfilkd. 
Mr. Faber and Mr. Cuninghame, in explaining the expTes- 
sion ftitc av iravra ravra yenp-ai apply ** all these thinga^' 
to the whole of oiir Lord's prophecy in the present chapter ; 
and are of opinion, that the most proper signification of 
the verb ytvofiai Is not that of complete accomplishment^ but 
of commencement of action running into subsequent cof^ 
tinuance. On these grounds they interpret the passage as 
simply declaring, that the prophetic series of events which 
had been detailed should begin to be fulfilled during the life 
of the then existing generation. Without entering into a 
discussion respecting these expositions, and without requir- 
ing any alteration in our version, a third solution may 
be proposed. Our Lord, in announcing to his disciples, that 
as surely as the bursting foliage of the fig-tree proclaims 
the near approach of summer, the appearance of the signs 
in the sun, and the moon, and the stars would reveal the near 
approach both of the redemption of Israel and of the king- 
dom of God, says " when ye see all these things, know 
that it is at the doors." Now it is manifest, that, in uong 
the wordi^ " ye see," it was not his intention to imply, that 
the individuals whom he was addressing, or any one of their 
number, or any one of their contemporaries on earth wonld 
survive to behold those signs. As St. Paul, when speaking 
of that very far future geneTa\ioiioiT£iac^m\'^\!dsk should 



:r toQgtitate the living inhabitants of the earth at the anival 

bI of the day of judgment, says, in general terms ; ** Then 

'It ^ which are alive and remaiQ, shall be caught up to meet 

^ the Lord in the air;" so our Lord, by the expression, 

i **\fhen ye Me all these things," plainly intends the gene- 

i ^9Jdon of Israelites which should be dwelling upon earth at 

H "^e distant period when those predicted signs should be 
displayed. When, therefore, he adds, in the succeeding 
"^^ise. *^ This generation shall not pass away till all these 
tilings be fulfilled :" it Iseems evident that by the words, 
^is generationy he does not intend the generation ho was 
^dressing, but the generation of which he was speaking : 
the gmieration which should be living at the time when the 
^gns should be displayed, and, as He solemnly averred, 
Should also behold their object accomplished in the predicted 
events which they announced/' — Gisbome's Essays, p. 250 
— 254. Second edition, 1824. 

That this is a correct view of the subject I have little 
^ubt. 



APPENDIX E, 

^ The ark of the Covenant ** was an evident type of Christ 
to his onless human nature |_which ^^ saw no corruption'*] 

in personal union with his divine nature [for above the ark 

appeared the visible glory.] See Exod. xxv. 10. Scott's 

Note in loc. 
This -ark contained the two tables of stone, or the law of 

the ten commandments. This law Christ fuliilled for us ; 

4ind thus becomes the end of the law for righteousness to 

every one that believeth* 
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APPENDIX F. 



■ar 
m. 



The calculation contained in chap. iii. of this book, de- m 
rived from Daniel viiL and ix., receives indirect confirmaikni, |i^ 
I conceive, from the ^seven times," so fr!equently specified in p 
Leviticus xxvL and so foioiblybrought forward by Mr . Haber- w^ 
shon in his admirable work on the prophecies. Mr. Faber |v 
considers this period of seven times as ^^ the gprand masUi 
number," ** produced by the duplication of three times and 
a half.** This he calls, the Sacred Calendar of Prophecy, 
a term first applied, by the eminent Joseph Mode, to the 
period comprised in the history of Nebuchadnezzar's great 
image ; [Apostacy of the latter times, p. 69. Edition 1641] 
and considers it as identical with ** the times of the Grentiles.** 
I can readily receive this theory ; and for the foUoviog 
reason, that it is during this oft repeated period of ^^sewn 
timesy* that Jehovah threatens^ by the mouth of MoseSy <o 
punish the seed of Abraham for their predicted rehdlim* 
The number is, therefore, specially a Hebrew number^ t. e- 
a number in which the Hebrews were deeply interested. 
Again, that other number of 2300 days, [or years as they 
are proved to be, p. 42,]] partakes of the same character. It 
is one, in which the seed of Abraham is peculiarly concerned ; 
for, at the close of that period, ^^ the sanctuary was to be 
cleansed " from those defilements, which, it should have con- 
tracted, whilst it was trodden down of the Gentiles. In 
other words, the judgments threatened by Moses, whidi 
should last during the seven times, or 2520 years ; and the 
judgments revealed to Daniel, which should come to an end 
by the cleansing of the sanctuary, after 2300 years muiA 
have one and the same termination* The 2300 years being 
a portion of the greater number 2520. It has been already 
stated, and that statement was drawn from the vision, and 
explanation of the vision given to Daniel by Gabriel, that 
according to the vulgar computation, the pexiod of 2300 



years will expire in A* D. 1847. When I look forthe com- 
mencement of the ^ seven times," or 2520 years, I think I 
find one in Manasseh's captivity. Different dates have been 
assigned by different chronologists, to this historical fact ; 
but none varying more than four years from the other, 
which variation, in a circumstance so remote, need not 
•uiprise us : they are as follows : — 

B.C. 

Home, from Usher and Cahnet • . 67G 
Prideaux . . , • • .677 

Hales 674 

Cuninghame 677 

BeU»8 Tables 677 

If -we take the highest of these dates 677, and add to it 1847, 
1847+677=2524. If we take the lowest of them 674, and 
^ add to it^l847, 1847+674=2521. In the former case, the 
2520 years, or 7 times, agrees within 4 years with the 2300 
years in its supposed termination. In the latter, it agrees 
within one year. But, if the calculation set forth in chapter 
ill. be sound, that date is qualified to be a chronometer, as I 
have before hinted ; and, being so, I should correct by it 
the supposed date of Manasseh's captivity, and fix it one 
year later than, it appears to be, according to Dr. Hales' 
statement, which would then be in the year B. C. 673. For 
1847+673=2520 years, or 7 times. 

I have been much strengthened iu this view of the ques- 
tion by a remark, with which I have met, in one of Mr. 
Cuninghame's works. £" Scheme of Prophetic Arrange- 
ment of the Rev. Edw. Irving and Mr. Frere, critically 
examined," p. 80.] 

" Now, should it turn out to be as I have now supposed, 
that the 2300 years end at the complete cleansing of the sanc- 
tuary, in the day of Armageddon, I am not aware of any 
more probable era, which can be selected, for their com- 
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mencementy than that which has heen choeen by some leoeflt 
writers, who sappose this period to haye begun at the same 
time with the seventy weeks of Daniel, or in the year B.G. 
457} and consequently that it will terminate in the year 
1843." 

I need scarcely observe^ that if it he right to correct nj 
calculation by the four years of the vulgar era, it will bnag 
the year 1847 to 1843, which will be found to agree with 
some of Mr. Habershon's calculations. 

In further confirmation of this statement, I subjoin the 
following extract from the letter of a friend, and seryani 
of the Lord. ** If we turn to Luke, xxL 24^ we find that 
^ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, nntQ 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, therefore until the 
times of the Grentiles be fulfilled, the sanctuary will not 
be cleansed,' If we then turn to Dan. ix. 27, we read thit 
^ He shall cause the sacrifice and oblations to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desokiti 
Matt, xxiii. 38. xxiv. 15, even until the consummation, aod 
that determined shall be poured upon the desolator. It 
seems to me as clear as if written with a sun-beam, that the 
2300 days or years of the vision concerning the daily sacri- 
fice and the transgression of desolation to give both the sanc- 
tuary and the host to be trodden under foot,' Dan. vii. 1^ 
14, Luke xxi. 24, terminate at the expiration of * the times 
of the Gentiles,' and not before. The question then arises, 
when did these times of the Gentiles commence ! Surely at 
that period when the Lord [by whom kings reign] gave the 
king of his own peculiar people into the hands of the king 
of Babylon, [I allude to Manasseh] from which period to 
the present moment the Jews have been subject to the Gen- 
tiles. Moses [Lev. xxvi."] declares that Grod would punish 
the Israelites yet * seven times' for their sins, and that they 
were to be scattered among the heathen [p. 33.] and the 
land desolate.* ' The decree of the watchers^ JDan. iv. 1^ 
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let seven times pass over him/ [the stump of his roots was 
to remain with a band of iron and brass,"] surely must allude 
to something of more consequence than the madness of the 
proud king. Is it not a catchword to point out that the 
seven times, or times of the Gentiles, during which God's 
people were to be scattered and the land desolate, commence 
at the period alluded to, yiz. the captivity of Manasseh ; 
and, therefore, will terminate together!" 

The Rev. W. A. Holmes, Chancellor of Cashel, &c. en- 
tertains a similar view of Dan. iv. 16. See Lecture iv. p. 60. 



THE END. 



• JoHHBTOK AXD Rabbbtt, Prinien, 18, Mark Lant. 
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